el PORTLAND
[ ™ TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices

Portland Community Venue

Fortuneswell

Portland

DT5 1JN

E-mail: - office@portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk
Tel: 01305 821638

15t October 2026

Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a FULL COUNCIL MEETING of PORTLAND
TOWN COUNCIL, to be held at the Portland Community Venue on WEDNESDAY
21st October 2026 commencing at 7.00 pm for the purpose of transacting the
business set out in the agenda below.

Please inform the Clerk if you are unable to attend.

All members of the public are cordially invited to attend the meeting. We respectfully
ask you to assist us with managing a safe meeting by contacting the office prior to
the meeting to register your intention to attend as numbers admitted may be
restricted if excessive.

Agenda and papers are available at www.portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk

Yours faithfully

Sl

Jane Miles
Town Clerk


mailto:office@portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk/
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12.

Agenda
Chairs Welcome

Apologies for absence
To receive, and consider for acceptance, apologies for absence. (LGA1972 s85)

Declarations of interest
To declare any interests relating to the business of the meeting and receive any
dispensation requests from the Clerk (Localism Act 2011 s29-34)

Minutes of previous meetings
Members are asked to consider the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on
16t September 2026 at Annexe A as a true and accurate record.

Recommendation:
That Members agree the minutes of the meeting held on 16" September 2026 as a
true and accurate record, and that they be signed as such.

Democratic Public Half Hour Open Forum
To receive commentary from members of the public wishing to address the
meeting. Matters must relate to one of the following categories, and those
wishing to speak will be called in the following order:

e business on the agenda of the meeting;

e matters where the Town Council has powers or duties;

e other matters which directly affect the parish of Portland

Presentation by the Drop In, Lisa Osborne
To receive an update from the Drop In and to take Councillor questions.

Chair’s update
To receive a verbal update from the Chair of the Council.

Town Mayor’s Announcements
To receive announcements from the Town Mayor.

Neighbourhood Policing Team
To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Policing team.

Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerks report at Annexe B.

Dorset Councillors Reports
To receive a written or verbal update from Dorset Councillors.

Notice of Motion

To receive and debate the following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor Kia
Pope and seconded by Councillor Jim Draper:

This Council resolves:

a) to establish a Community Nature Recovery Fund as detailed in the
accompanying report, attached at Annexe C;
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b) to establish an earmarked reserve to be known as the Community Nature
Recovery Fund Reserve;

c) to allocate £10,000 from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) reserves to the
Community Nature Recovery Fund Reserve;

d) to transfer £2,000 from General Unallocated Reserves to the Community Nature
Recovery Fund Reserve;

e) to establish and set a date for the first meeting of a Community Nature Recovery
Fund Working Group comprising members of the Finance & Governance
Committee, members of the Climate Working Group and such other Members as
Council may determine, to develop eligibility criteria, application procedures,
governance arrangements and reporting requirements for approval by Full Council.

Notice of Motion

To receive and debate the following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor Paul
Kimber and seconded by Councillor Mark Williams:

This Council resolves:

a) To recognise the need for a bus service through Wakeham and along Weston
Street, and note the concerns raised by residents regarding the current level of
transport provision for these communities.

b) To further recognises the impact of the parking charges now in place at the
museum car park on both residents and visitors and agree that this strengthens
the case for improved and reliable bus services for the 450+ homes and some
1,500 constituents along this corridor.

c) To place this matter on the agenda for the next Full Council meeting for formal
discussion and decision and resolves that any decision arising from that meeting
be forwarded to First Buses, Dorset Council, and to the Member of Parliament.

Notice of Motion

To receive and debate the following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor Kia
Pope and seconded by Councillor Lucy Hardwicke:

This Council resolves:
To agree to apply for funding of up to £40K for a feasibility study into a Community

Clean Energy Storage System, as detailed in the accompanying report, attached at
Annexe D.

Service Level Agreement between Portland Town Council and Portland
Museum

At the last Full Council meeting, Tony Flux, Chair of the Trustees, gave a
presentation about Portland Museum.

Attached at Annexe E is a request for a Service Level Agreement with the Council
and the Museum are requesting that Portland Town Council to consider establishing
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a 3-5 year funding commitment of £3,000—£5,000 per year to support essential
operations and community access.

Recommendation

That Councillors consider the request for a Service Level Agreement, to commence
on 18t April 2027.

Dorset History Centre Request for Financial Support

Dorset History Centre holds records for all local government organisations across
Dorset. The storage repositories are over 96% full which means this project is
critical if they are to continue collecting the county's physical archives. A report is
attached at Annexe F.

Recommendation

That the Council considers making a financial contribution to the Dorset History
Centre.

Data Audit Policy

To approve the draft Data Review policy for compliance with audit requirement —
Assertion 10, attached at Annexe G.

This will be implemented alongside the existing IT Policy, Data Protection Policy
and the Retention of Records Policy.

Recommendation

Local Plan Consultation Response
Due to the timing of the deadline, it was agreed that this be brought brought to Full
Council rather than the Planning, Highways and Licensing Advisory Committee.

The response has been drafted by Mr Andy Matthews and is attached at Annexe
H. If approved, this response will be submitted to Dorset Council.

The consultation paperwork includes a separate response sheet however it has
been found that not having easy reference to the relevant proposals text can make
it difficult to assess the replies prepared. Therefore please find the full document
with proposed responses in bold red text.

Once agreed these responses will be transferred to the response sheet.

Members may also find it helpful to review the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threat Analysis (SWOT) contained within the background
papers.

Review of the Portland Neighbourhood Plan (for information)

The Neighbourhood Plan working group is also seeking professional advice in
regard to the impact of the new National Planning Policy Framework upon the
review process .

Recommendation
That the response to the Local Plan Consultation be approved.



19. Information Items
a) Dates of next meetings of Committees

Staffing & Training Committee

Planning, Highways & Licensing Committee
Finance & Governance Committee
Services & Facilities Committee

Full Council Meeting

Recommendation:
To note the information items.

28t Oct
28t Oct

4% Nov
11% Nov
18" Nov

6.00pm
7.00pm
10.30am
10.30am
7.00pm



Annexe A - Full Council 21st October 2026

PORTLAND TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT 7 PM ON WEDNESDAY 16" SEPTEMBER 2026
AT THE PORTLAND COMMUNITY VENUE

PRESENT:
Councillors: J Draper (Chair), S Cocking, C Flack, R Hughes, L Hardwicke,
P Kimber, S Miles, B Plant, K Pope, P Roper, T Woodcock

Staff: Jane Miles, Town Clerk
Hilary Brown, Deputy Clerk

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public
Tony Flux, Andrea Frankham-Hughes - Portland Museum

FC/089/26 — Chair’s Welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

FC/090/26 - Apologies for Absence
Clirs Atkins and Williams

FC/091/26 — Declarations of Interest
Clir Miles, who has a partner working for the Council and ClIr Hughes who is a
trustee of Portland Museum.

FC/092/26 - Minutes of the Previous Meetings

Resolved to approve the minutes of the Council meeting of 15" July 2026 which
were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

FC/093/26 — Democratic Public Half Hour Open Forum

TW talked about Civil Defence Preparation and asked whether the underground
spaces on Portland had been considered for storage purposes and whether the
owners had been approached.

The Chair said that there was a resilience plan, for floods etc, but the Clerk said that
this had not been updated for at least 3 years.

The Chair said that this would be brought forward for review.

AM requested that he speak about Item 20 when is came up on the agenda.

FC/094/26 - Chair’s Update
The Chair presented the following report:

1. Congratulations

| would like to begin by congratulating Jerry Hind for his continued promotion
of Portland and for his work in bringing the Court Leet to a more prominent
and visible position.

| would also like to congratulate Portland Port on being awarded the
Defence Employer Recognition Scheme (ERS) Silver Award. This is a
significant achievement and recognises the Port’'s commitment to supporting
the Armed Forces community.
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Finally, | would like to extend my congratulations to Bill Reeves on being
awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM) in recognition of his services. This
is a well-deserved honour.

2. Budget Process

| would like to remind all councillors that committees will shortly be
considering the Council’s budget process.

At their forthcoming meetings, committees will be asked to consider their
budget requirements and make recommendations towards the overall Council
budget.

| would therefore ask all councillors to familiarise themselves with the current
Council budget, and to consider any projects, initiatives or expenditure that
they would wish their committees to put forward for consideration as part of
the forthcoming budget-setting process.

3. Tesco Car Park

With regard to the Tesco car park, unfortunately we have so far been
unsuccessful in securing any progress, despite our written representations
and objections.

| would like to thank the Council staff for their continued work in pursuing this
matter.

4. Anti-Social Behaviour — Electric Scooters and E-Bikes

With regard to the concerns raised about anti-social behaviour involving
electric scooters and e-bikes, | have received some responses and
observations from councillors.

These will be collated and forwarded with our existing complaint/request
for enforcement action, providing additional evidence to support the
Council’s case for appropriate enforcement of the law.

FC/095/26 — Town Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor, Clir Pete Roper, presented his update, which is attached at Annexe A
to the minutes.

FC/096/26 — Neighbourhood Policing Team

Sgt Luke White was in attendance and gave an overview of the latest statistics:
Reported crime was down (Antisocial behaviour -11%) and response times were
also lower.

It is expected that the figures may rise again in the Autumn, when individuals stay
closer to home rather than travel to Weymouth.

Clir Roper asked about the damage to the benches and play equipment in Easton
Gardens.

Sgt White replied that the bench damage had been caught on CCTV and the
individuals were being dealt with, but it was a long process. He believed that the see
saw damage was inconclusive on CCTV.
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Clir Hughes said that he had received phone calls from residents in Easton about

teenagers kicking doors. These incidents had been reported and he asked if there

were any updates.

Sgt White replied that there had only been two reports and that the individuals had
been spoken to by the police.

Sgt White then gave an update regarding e-scooters. The police had just adopted
antisocial vehicles as a priority. The council document was useful as it had a list of
incidents and dates, but unfortunately no times, and were they available?

Clir Woodcock replied that there were no exact times, but were mostly during the
day, with a lot in the afternoon / commuting time. He had also noticed Atlantic
Academy pupils riding e-scooters and could the police visit there to inform them they
were breaking the law and encourage the school to turn them away.

Sgt White emphasised that it was important to report all incidents at the time, so that
targeted plans could be put together.

Clir Hardwick said she had been contacted by residents about the flags that had
been put up, and was there a strategy or plans to recoup costs.

Sgt White explained that Dorset Council were the lead agency and the police would
follow their guidance.

FC/097/26 — Presentation by Tony Flux, Portland Museum

Tony Flux gave a presentation about the museum, including what they provide for
the community; research, displays, community events, talks about local history;
education & schools engagement and visitor impact.

He also gave an overview of the challenges, including maintenance and investment.

A request for a Service Level Agreement with the Council would be discussed at the
October Full Council meeting.

Clir Kimber suggested that museum events be sent to the Council for publication on
social media, and he also asked about the museum’s website.

Andrea Frankham-Hughes explained that there had already been some digitisation
and this would be expanded in the future.

FC/098/26 — Clerk’s Report
Resolved to accept the Clerk’s report.

Clir Flack said that dispensations had been given to certain vehicles to allow them
to park in the Tesco car park - the Dorset Community Transport bus and Aster.

The Chair explained that Yeates toilet would remain closed until the processes to
move the vans was complete.

In response to a question from Clir Pope, the Clerk explained that the recent toilet
blockages were 99% certain to have been caused by chemical waste being tipped in,
and that the van users were taking water out of the toilets to fill their water tanks.

FC/099/26 — Dorset Councillors Reports
Clir Roper had produced a report, attached at Annexe B to the minutes.

Clir Hughes gave an update on events and meetings he had attended.
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Clir Kimber pointed out that it was National Democracy Day and wanted to thank
the staff.

He added that he had attended a presentation regarding a large development at
Preston, which would add 5% to the local economy.

Clir Woodcock made the suggestion that the Dorset Councillors submit reports that
could go on the agenda.

FC/100/26 - Nominations to Committees and Working Groups

Resolved that these vacancies be deferred until a new Councillor has been
appointed.

FC/101/26 — Notice of Motion
Clir Miles introduced the motion and gave some background information as follows:

2028 is a significant year for the Island and Royal Manor of Portland. It will be the 950t
anniversary of the Royal Manor, a new warrant is due to be signed with the Court Leet,
and being an Olympic year, the GB sailing team will be here training for Los Angeles.
This would present an ideal opportunity for the King to visit. She had spoken briefly
with Andrew Harvey, from the Court Leet, and they would support a joint bid from the
council and the Court Leet for the visit.

When the King was in Blandford recently, he was interested in the Memo project — in
fact it was the only exhibit he asked for further information on.

Resolved this Council approved the following:
e That an official approach be made to Buckingham Palace, via the Lord
Lieutenant, for a visit to Portland by King Charles Il in 2028.
e That the planning for such a visit be carried out in partnership with the
Island and Royal manor of Portland Court Leet.

FC/102/26 - Staffing & Training Committee Day / Time

Resolved that the Council agreed:
The Chair gave an overview of the proposals.

1. That the dates of the Staffing & Training Committee dates remain as
those of the Planning & Highways Committee, and be held every four
months
e October 28th 2026
e February 24th 2027
e June 23rd 2027

2. That the time of the meetings be changed to 6.00pm.

FC/103/26 - 2026-27 Quarter 1 Bank Reconciliation

Resolved to approve the Quarter 1 all banks reconciliation and bank statements for
Unity Trust Bank and Lloyds Bank.

FC/104/26 - 2026-27 Quarter 1 Budget Monitoring Report

Resolved that the Council approved the 2026-27 Quarter 1 Budget monitoring
report.
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FC/105/26 — Schedule of Payments

Resolved that Council confirms compliance of the payments made at Annexe E
totalling £91,367.66 excluding VAT in accordance with the adopted Financial
Regulations.

FC/106/26 - Portland Town Council HR / Health & Safety / Training Contract
The Chair gave an overview of the proposal, with The Clerk confirming that the
preferred suppler would be offering everything that was required.

Resolved that the Council agreed to enter into a contract with Suppler A, for a
period of three years.

FC/107/26 - Notice & Conclusion of External Audit

Resolved to approve the External Auditor Report and Closure of Audit Certification.
FC/108/26 - Information about the Dorset Local Skills Improvement Plan (2026-
2029) and potential areas where the Town Council may assist with this
initiative.

Resolved that this be referred to the Staffing & Training Committee for progression.

FC/109/26 — Information Items

Dates of next meetings of Committees

e Planning, Highways & Licensing Committee  23rd Sept 7.00pm
e Finance & Governance Committee 4th Oct 10.30am
e Services & Facilities Committee 11th Oct 10.30am
e Full Council Meeting 17th Oct 7.00pm
e Staffing & Training Committee 28th Oct 10.30am
e |T & Communications Committee 20th Jan 10.30am

Resolved that the information items were noted.

FC/110/26 - Exclusion of the Press and Public
Resolved to exclude the press and public
FC/111/26 - Weston Road MUGA Contract Award

Resolved to confirm the award as detailed in Confidential Annexe |

With the Chair’s thanks, the meeting closed at 20.26 pm.
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Annexe B
CLERK’S REPORT

1. Vandalism and Antisocial Behaviour
There have been no reports to the Council of anti-social behaviour.

Dorset Police - Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT), Town Council and Dorset Council
— Community safety partnership (CSP) continue to request that all incidents are reported
to Dorset Police.

2. Vacancy in Portland Tophill West Ward
As the requests for an election did not meet the threshold for an election, this vacancy
will be filled by co-option.
The advert has gone out advertising the vacancy, with a deadline for returned
applications of Sunday 8" November.
The co-option itself will be held at the November Full Council meeting.

3. Roadside EV Charge Points
Work has commenced on the installation of EV charge points in Avalanche Road,
Wakeham and High Street, Fortuneswell.

4. Church Ope Car Park
Betterment Properties appear to have leased Church Ope car park to Euro Car Parks,
who have now put in place a pricing structure for parking.

5. Invitation to the King
A meeting has been held with the Court Leet to discuss the content of the application for
the King to visit Portland in 2028.

6. Powerfuel Incinerator
The Environment Agency has issued A Variation to the Environmental Permit:
Since publishing our minded-to decision and consulting on the draft permit and draft
decision document (Briefing note 17), we have carefully reviewed all the comments and
information submitted to us. We have considered all representations received and
assessed whether any new information has been provided that would cause us to
reconsider our decision. Having completed this review, we have not identified any new
evidence or issues that would change our assessment of the application. We therefore
remain satisfied that the application meets the requirements of the Environmental
Permitting Regulations and that the activity can be operated without causing significant
pollution of the environment or harm to human health. We will now proceed to issue the
permit variation.

7. Portland Community Venue
Decoration of the Sandy West Room and Ray Nowak Studio has now been completed,
with new black out blinds fitted, and the replacement flooring has been ordered. Once
complete, new photos will be added to the website and online booking page. This will
be promoted on social media with a reminder of our online booking service.

There has been a rise in online bookings recently, which is positive as the PCV does
come up high on google searches for venues in Portland. This includes a marked



increase in enquires and bookings, for the Sandy West Meeting Room which suggests
that the room name change is a contributor.

8. General Updates

Portland Cemetery Tree — The large pine in the turning area has now had high level
renovation pruning work completed. This work has significantly reduced the risk of
snapped or failed limbs and improved the overall health of the tree.

Tree Survey — This trees tree survey is over 50% complete and on target for completion
by the end of October. All trees under PTC management are being recorded,
photographed and mapped, utilising the Parish Online asset management software.

Sweet Hill Lane Play Area — A section of heavily corroded mesh fencing at Sweet Hill
Lane play area has been replaced with new fencing. This work was carried out by PTC
staff and is vital in ensuring this play area remains a safe, usable space for local
children.

Weston Road MUGA — A prestart site meeting is due to be held at the end of October

between PTC and our chosen contractor, ahead of works taking place to install the new
MUGA and Play Area which will likely begin in early December.

Jane Miles, Town Clerk
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Community Nature Recovery Fund

Purpose of Report

To consider the establishment of a Community Nature Recovery Fund and
associated reserve to support environmental, biodiversity and sustainability
projects across Portland.

To support consideration of the Notice of Motion set out below.

Background

In 2019, Portland Town Council declared a Climate and Ecological Emergency.
That declaration recognised the need for local action to address climate change
and biodiversity loss.

Since that time a range of environmental projects and initiatives have been
raised with the Council by residents, community groups and partner
organisations. Whilst many of these projects are relatively modest in scale, there
is currently no dedicated funding mechanism available to support them.

The purpose of this proposal is to establish a Community Nature Recovery Fund
to provide a practical and transparent mechanism for supporting community-led
environmental initiatives and Council-led sustainability projects across Portland.

Community Nature Recovery Fund

The proposed fund would support projects that contribute towards nature
recovery and biodiversity enhancement, environmental improvement,
sustainability initiatives, community-led environmental projects and appropriate
Council-led environmental projects.

The fund would be open to constituted groups operating on Portland.
Applications would be assessed against published criteria. Any unspent funding
would remain within the reserve and be carried forward to future years.

Examples of Potential Projects

* Youth Council priorities such as swift bricks, bat boxes and bee banks.

» Support towards securing and protecting France Quarry for community benefit.
« Feasibility work for community-owned energy projects.

* Green infrastructure and habitat creation schemes.

+ Additional air quality monitoring equipment.

» Smaller environmental projects such as hedgehog road signs and responsible
fishing awareness initiatives.
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Funding
The Notice of Motion proposes the creation of a Community Nature Recovery
Fund Reserve.

The reserve would initially be funded through £10,000 from Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) reserves and £2,000 from General Unallocated
Reserves. This would provide an initial fund of £12,000.

The Budget Working Group would subsequently be invited to consider
opportunities through future budget setting processes to grow the reserve.

The longer-term aspiration is to build the fund towards a level broadly equivalent
to 4% of available funding, currently estimated at approximately £28,000 per
annum, subject to affordability and future Council approval.

Legislative Considerations

The Council has powers to establish reserves and make grants in accordance
with its statutory powers and adopted Financial Regulations. Any future grant
scheme would operate in accordance with eligibility and governance
arrangements approved by Full Council.

Working Group

It is proposed that a Community Nature Recovery Fund Working Group be
established. The role of the Working Group would be to develop eligibility criteria,
application procedures, assessment arrangements, monitoring requirements and
reporting arrangements. Recommendations from the Working Group would be
brought back to Full Council for approval. The Working Group would be separate
from the existing Budget Working Group, which would continue to consider future
funding levels through the annual budget process.

Recommendations
That Council considers the Notice of Motion set out below.

Notice of Motion
To receive and debate the following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor Kia
Pope and seconded by Councillor Jim Draper:

This Council resolves:

a) to establish a Community Nature Recovery Fund as detailed in the
accompanying report;
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b) to establish an earmarked reserve to be known as the Community Nature
Recovery Fund Reserve;

c) to allocate £10,000 from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) reserves to the
Community Nature Recovery Fund Reserve;

d) to transfer £2,000 from General Unallocated Reserves to the Community
Nature Recovery Fund Reserve;

e) to establish and set a date for the first meeting of a Community Nature
Recovery Fund Working Group comprising members of the Finance &
Governance Committee, members of the Climate Working Group and such other
Members as Council may determine, to develop eligibility criteria, application
procedures, governance arrangements and reporting requirements for approval
by Full Council.
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Portland Independent Energy — Hydro Project Introduction and Feasibility

I'm writing to inform you about an idea for Portland Independent Energy (PIE), a
proposal for Portland to majority own and run its own clean energy storage
system using a pumped seawater hydro system, and to invite you to an informal
briefing.

The idea is to use one of Portland's disused quarries as a reservoir), pumping
seawater up when energy is cheap, and releasing it to generate electricity when it's
needed most. Portland’s height, quarries and coastline make it well suited to this,
and success here could become a model for other coastal communities.

If built, it would be Europe's first pumped seawater hydro system, putting Portland at
the forefront of the clean energy transition. A one-page overview is attached.

The project is designed to be majority community-owned, with the benefits
staying on the island; lower-cost energy for homes and businesses, a cleaner on-
demand power supply for the Port, local jobs, contributing to energy independence.

There is a timely opportunity to take the first step. The Great British Energy
Community Fund offers up to £40,000 for feasibility work, and Town Councils
can apply directly. Portland Town Council leading the bid would keep the project in
Portland's hands from the start. This could be done in partnership with a Community
Benefit Society, or other non-profit entity. The deadline is 12 November 2026, so
time is a little tight. Dorset Council have indicated they are very supportive,
both in principle and in practical ways.

The motion shows intent to apply for funding to undertake the 15t stage feasibility
study, which aims to cover the following three go/no-go evaluations.

1. Flawless Seepage Control

Porous stone - how will we line the quarry bed?

Funders/Investors and regulators will need absolute proof that saltwater cannot seep
down into local coastal freshwater tables or aquifers.

2. Corrosion & Marine Life Management

Seawater - how will we address the challenges?

Pumping raw seawater needs specialised, corrosion-resistant materials and robust
screens to ensure marine life isn't pulled into the penstocks.

3. Solar Canopy Structure

Maximising energy - how will we structure the solar array?

Building an array that spans the open quarry, provides access to the reservoir for
inspection and maintenance, withstands Portland’s exposed coastal wind loads, and
holds the panels at a productive angle.

In terms of writing the application, | think we can access support from Dorset Council
grant writing officer, and also DC have access to lots of data we can use to support
our application. There are others such as Dorset Community Energy who also have
experience in this area. | am happy to coordinate this effort.
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So we will need some administrative time from PTC, on some items, mostly about
finance matters, as the Council would be the receiver and administrator of the grant
should we be successful.

There are currently many moving parts that need to be moving in tandem, inc.
getting quotes from those who can undertake the work (I think we need 3 quotes),
also | am checking with the SW Net Zero Hub about the GBE's definition of "Hydro" -
does storage + solar qualify.

Further Information

| have now been able to access the application guide for the GBE Community Fund.

It is a very detailed application, which not only covers the technical aspects of the
feasibility study, but requires a clear explanation of both community ownership for
the proposed project, and community benefit. (25% of overall assessment), with
Finance & Value for Money also 25%.

The Project viability and deliverability (technical aspects) contribute 25% of the
assessment.

So | think compiling all the information to make a successful application, even with
support from DC, might not be realistic in the timeframe available.

However, it would be beneficial if the motion could still be put forward on Weds,

so that PTC discusses this project proposal, and (hopefully) agrees to apply for grant
funding for feasibility. We will then look for opportunities for funding, and continue to
develop the project, using pro-bono providers where possible to get us further along,
and utilize any support available from Dorset Council. And the SW Net Zero Hub.

Caz Dennett
Portland Independent Energy
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Portland Independent Energy (PIE) Pumped Seawater Hydro: Community-led Energy Innovation for Portland

A right-sized, resilient energy storage and distribution system rooted in a community-led ownership model,
aligned with Dorset Council’s 2040 strategy and ambitions.

1. The Concept How pumped hydro works
A pumped seawater hydro storage system that repurposes and stores electricity

disused Portland quarries to store clean energy using gravity
and water.

Upper

This proven and safe technology: Reservoir

Water is released
from the upper
reservoir

v" Pumps seawater uphill using solar, and renewable-tariff grid
electricity during low demand / low-cost periods e.g. at night

v Releases it on demand to generate electricity when it’s
needed most, inc. for scheduled Port energy demands

v Isideal for island/coastal communities with elevation like
Portland

Power

Whilst pumped hydro power stations are deployed in the UK, the Statien

only full-scale seawater system to date was built and successfully Water flows

operated in Okinawa, Japan from 1999 to 2016. through a

PIE would become Europe’s first, making Portland, and Dorset an turbmetto Electricity is

. . . - . genetae supplied to the
international leader in this innovative clean energy electricity iy
infrastructure.

2. Benefits and Alighment with Dorset’s Energy Vision

PIE’s hydro project directly supports the Dorset Council Energy Prospectus objectives:

v Resilient & Net Zero: Long-duration storage (8+ hours at full power) for clean electricity, locally distributed
Portland Clean Energy Anchor Site: Innovative, sustainable, low-impact infrastructure

Community & Economic Revival: Energy security, investment, local jobs, training, youth opportunity
Smart Grid & Decentralisation: Microgrid / virtual power plant potential for future resilience

Longer term: PIE could store surplus energy from future offshore wind off Portland.

SRR NN

3. Topline Technical specifications and estimates

BENEFITS OF PUMPED

Scenario B HYDRO STORAGE
Metric Estimate
Head height (upper reservoir) 95 m NIGHT TIME
Water volume 300,000 m3 PUMPING
Storage capacity ~64 MWh
Daily power output Up to 7 MW for ~9 hours at full power q ++
Community demand met ~60% of Portland daily use*
*Illustrative estimate based on modelled demand; exc. Portland Port reserve ﬁ
SCHEDULED /
TRICKLE ON-DEMAND
4. Additional Benefit: Hydro Storage vs Lithium Battery Storage SUPPLY TO SUPPLY TO

PORTLAND
PORT

COMMUNITY

Research indicates pumped hydro has lower lifecycle carbon than lithium-
ion battery storage (NREL, Inman et al., 2023). Reusing a disused quarry as a
brownfield site may reduce this further.

5. Next steps
We’d welcome the opportunity to share this project with you in more detail, and explore how:

This innovation could support Portland's clean energy leadership, community development and resilience.
Portland could further contribute to Dorset’s wider Clean Energy Super Cluster vision.
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Annexe E
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MUSEUM™

Portland Museum — Service Level Agreement Request from
Portland Town Council

A community museum at the heart of the island

About Portland Museum

For almost a century, Portland Museum has been a place where the island’s stories live. We
are proud to offer free entry to all Portland residents, a commitment we have upheld for
many years and will continue as we approach our centenary. This principle — that heritage
belongs to everyone — is at the core of who we are.

Portland Museum is an independent charitable trust run almost entirely by volunteers,
supported by one part-time staff member. Despite an annual turnover of only £58,000, we
preserve and share Portland’s extraordinary heritage: dinosaurs and fossils, archaeology,
shipwrecks, smugglers, stone carving, seafaring, world-famous authors, and pioneering
scientists such as our founder, Dr Marie Stopes.

Every year, we deliver cultural, educational, and wellbeing benefits for Portland residents —
on a shoestring budget, powered by passion.

1. What We Provide for the Community
Volunteer Opportunities
As a volunteer-run charity, we offer meaningful roles for residents of all ages.

Volunteers gain skills, confidence, social connection, and a sense of belonging. Last year
alone, volunteers contributed 2636 hours to the museum — an extraordinary gift to the
island.

Visitor Impact

In 2025-26, we welcomed 6,313 visitors, including 663 Portland residents who benefited
from free entry.

Our audience continues to grow, demonstrating the community’s appetite for accessible
heritage.

Heritage Research and Displays

Our award-winning displays bring Portland’s past to life.
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The Earl of Abergavenny exhibition — recognised with the Weymouth & Portland Civic
Society Heritage Award (2025) — connects local maritime history to global trade and one of
Dorset’s most significant shipwrecks. The project also received national recognition, winning
the Society for Museum Archaeology’s Volunteering Award for Diving into the Digital
Archives of the Earl of Abergavenny, celebrating the exceptional contribution of our volunteer
team and the innovative digital work they undertook.

Education and Schools Engagement
We support curriculum-linked learning for local schools.

Recent sessions with St George’s School saw pupils exploring Portland’s history through
objects, stories, and hands-on activities. Teachers consistently tell us these experiences
deepen understanding and spark curiosity.

Community Events and Festivals

Our events are loved by families across the island and remain one of the most joyful ways
we bring Portland’s heritage to life. Pirate Day, Mammoth Madness, Creepy Craft Day,
archaeology days, and the Portland Poets Festival (winner of the 2026 Civic Society
Heritage Award) bring people together and celebrate Portland’s identity.

Across 2025-2026, these community events welcomed 1,343 attendees, demonstrating just
how strongly Portland residents engage with and value the museum’s role in local life.

Talks and Local History Outreach

Our Friends group delivers illustrated talks on Portland’s railways, botanical voyages,
aviation history, conservation, and local worthies helping to strengthen community pride and
shared knowledge of this isle.

2. Why We Are Requesting Support

Our historic buildings and collections require ongoing care, and our small team needs
support to maintain safe, reliable opening hours. Predictable multi-year funding allows us to
plan responsibly, deliver consistent community programmes, and avoid crisis-driven decision
making.

Our challenges include:

Essential planned preventive maintenance of our Grade Il listed buildings
Environmental control for collections

Volunteer training and equipment

Materials for education and outreach

Costs associated with community events and school programmes

Rising insurance and utilities costs affecting all small charities

3. What Multi-Year Support Would Enable
A 3-5-year commitment from Portland Town Council would allow us to:

e Maintain stable core operations



Protect Portland’s heritage for future generations

Expand education and outreach work

Improve access and visitor experience

Strengthen volunteer support and training

Continue offering free entry for Portland residents

Unlock additional grant funding (many funders require match funding or evidence of
stable support)

Even a modest, predictable annual contribution would make a meaningful difference to our
sustainability.

4. Our Request

Portland Museum respectfully asks Portland Town Council to consider establishing a 3—5-
year funding commitment of £3,000—£5,000 per year to support essential operations and
community access.

This support would help us continue offering free entry for Portlanders and ensure the
museum remains a welcoming, vibrant space for all.

5. Future Intentions
With multi-year support, we plan to:

e Engage the community in mapping Portland’s prehistoric sites and finds

e Continue conserving iconic artefacts such as the Portland Mirror from the Great
Storm of 1824.

¢ Work with Dorset Council to secure funding for improved accessibility, including
accessible toilets and enhanced access to our garden

e Develop new family activities, school resources, and community heritage projects

e Strengthen digital access to our collections and research

6. Invitation to Councillors

We warmly invite councillors to a Councillors’ Day (date TBC) with tea and cake to meet our
volunteers, explore our displays, and experience first-hand the value we bring to Portland’s
community.

7. Our Commitment

We remain dedicated to protecting Portland’s heritage, supporting our community, and
providing an accessible, welcoming space for all residents. Multi-year support from Portland
Town Council would help us continue this work sustainably and confidently.

- Tony Flux
Chair of the Trustees
Portland Museum

Closing Statement



Portland Museum has not only kept going through challenging years, but it has also thrived.
Our volunteers, trustees, and staff have worked tirelessly to protect the island’s heritage,
welcome visitors, support families, and make history accessible to everyone. Every
exhibition, every school session, every community event is the result of people giving their
time, skills, and energy because they believe Portland deserves a museum that reflects its
extraordinary past.

Through this dedication, we have built a museum community that is warm, inclusive, and
deeply rooted in the island’s identity. We see it every day: in the families who return year
after year, in the volunteers who give hundreds of hours, in the children discovering fossils
for the first time, and in the residents who proudly bring visiting relatives to “their” museum.
Our progress has been hard-won, but it has also been joyful. We have proven that even with
limited resources, a small museum can make a big impact when the community stands
behind it.

As we move toward our centenary in 2029, we know that Portland Museum’s future will be
shaped not only by the people who run it, but by the partners who believe in its value. With
multi-year support, Portland Town Council can be a vital part of the museum’s continued
success. Helping us strengthen access, expand education, improve facilities, and protect the
heritage that makes Portland unique. We would be proud to work closely with the Council, to
involve councillors in our projects, and to celebrate the role they play in safeguarding the
island’s history.

Because in the end, Portland Museum is built on a simple truth:

It takes an island: volunteers, residents, partners, and supporters all playing their part
in keeping Portland’s heritage thriving.

- Chloe Taylor
Museum Coordinator
Portland Museum
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1 October 2026
Dear Council Clerk and Chair,

Dorset History Centre — capital project Past Lives, Future Proofed — can you assist?

Background and context

I am writing to inform you about a major capital project that will be delivered at Dorset History
Centre (DHC), the home of the county's archives and local studies service including the
records of your council and its predecessor bodies - and prior to that, the Quarter Session
courts that acted as the county's administrative decision-making body. DHC, as you may
already know, holds the recorded history (archives) of Dorset - in physical and digital form -
documents, maps, photographs, film and sound - dating from AD965 - the evidence of our
collective past. Revenue funding is provided by Dorset and BCP Councils but capital
investment in the building will be found largely from external sources.

The building in Dorchester in which the 55,000 boxes of archives are preserved was
constructed in 1991 and is now approaching capacity. The service has been planning for over a
decade to extend the building and to improve public facilities giving the premises another 30 or
so years of operational life. All of this was predicated on a successful application to the
National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF). Our project Past Lives, Future Proofed gained a first
stage pass in March 2026 resulting in a grant of £603,000. We have therefore commenced the
project’s development phase which will lead to a further application in February 2028 for £3.8
million. It's important to note that DHC is a countywide service which preserves and makes
accessible records from every corner of Dorset. The records of the town councils and their
borough predecessors including rural and urban district councils are all held at DHC for
preservation and public scrutiny. In addition, the service holds thousands of collections
generated by local people and organisations which help us to understand the social, cultural,
economic and political history of the county.

Match funding

...a thousand years, a million stories

Archives and Local Studies

BCP

Council

2’% Dorset

Council
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The total cost of the Delivery Phase (mid-2028-2031) is £4.6 million. The request of NLHF will
be £3.8 million leaving a funding gap currently of £95. Dorset Council has pledged £540,000
and there are contributions secured from Section 106 and CIL funds along with donations from
other sources including Dorset Archives Trust.

At the July meeting of its Policy Committee, Dorchester Town Council generously agreed to
contribute £10,000 (subject to a successful 2" stage application to NLHF) which is enormously
helpful in moving us nearer to our total. However, we still need to raise a substantial sum.

Canyou assist?

This message is therefore a request to Dorset's town and parish councils to encourage them to
consider contributing to the project. As a countywide service DHC is here to safeguard the
cultural heritage of every community, ensuring that it remains intact, authentic and accessible
to future generations. If you are able to consider a donation, however modest towards the
DHC capital project or if you would like further information please let me know. A few
hundred pounds from each council would be enormously helpful and demonstrate Dorset-
wide support for this project.

Any support you can offer will help to make the case for the larger NLHF investment in the
service that we hope to secure in early 2028.

If you would like to discuss this or any aspect of your council's records and archives, please let
me know.

With best wishes

<M

/

Sam Johnston (he/him)

Service Manager for Archives and Records
Dorset History Centre

01305 228929 (direct)

sam.johnston@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk



https://www.dorsetarchivestrust.org/
mailto:sam.johnston@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
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1. Purpose

The purpose of this Data Audit Policy is to ensure Portland Town Council regularly reviews
and monitors its handling of personal data in line with the UK GDPR, Data Protection Act
2018, and the Council’'s Data Protection Policy.

The audit aims to:

Identify and mitigate data protection risks.

Ensure compliance with the Retention of Documents Policy.

Verify that data handling practices are consistently applied across the Council.
Support accountability and transparency to residents, staff, and councillors.

2. Scope

This policy applies to all personal and sensitive data processed by Portland Town Council,
including:

Digital records (Council software, emails, shared drives)
Physical/paper records (meeting minutes, correspondence, forms)
Data shared with third parties (contractors, service providers)
Data collected from residents, staff, and councillors

3. Roles & Responsibilities

e Town Clerk: Responsible for planning, executing, and reporting audits, maintaining
the data register, and ensuring compliance with this policy.

e Staff / Councillors: Support the audit process by providing access to records,
following retention schedules, and implementing audit recommendations.

4. Audit Types & Frequency

Audit Type Description Frequency

Full Data Audit Comprehensive review of all Annually
personal data, including data
mapping, retention compliance, and
security controls

Targeted Audit Focused review on high-risk areas Quarterly
or new systems

Retention Verify data is retained and disposed | Annually
Compliance Check | of according to Retention of
Documents Policy




Portland Town Council — Data Audit for Assertion 10

1. Overview

Date:

21st October 2026

This data audit sets out how Portland Town Council (PTC) processes personal data in the course of its duties and functions and should be read in conjuction with its Data Protection and

2. Data Inventor

Allotments
Tenant details Contact details Leasing of Contractual - Allotments Act From tenants Digitally and hard  |Up to 7 years after plot |n/a
allotment copy vacated for auditing
purposes
Waiting list Contact details Communication  |Prospective tenants From prospective Digitally Until plot allocated or n/a
tenants request to be removed
Burial Records
Exclusive Rights of Burial -|Contact details of  |Records of plot Cemeteries Clauses Act From plot owners and Digitally and hard Indefinitely n/a
ERoB plot holders ownership 1847.Local Authorities family members copy
Cemeteries Order Act 1977
Burials and cremations  |Contact details Records of burials |Cemeteries Clauses Act From Funeral Directors |Digitally and hard Indefinitely n/a
1847.Local Authorities and family members copy
Cemeteries Order Act 1978
Civic
Personal details Contact details To invite persons |Attendees of events From the invitees Digitally Until the invitee no n/a
to Civic events longer wished to attend
events
Contractors/Procuremen
Invoices Name, Payment To make and Financial puposes Directly from person or |Digitally, Scribe, 7 years PC bank
details receive payments via the bank hard copy signatories;
auditors
Contractors providing Contact details; Legal requirement |Legal obligation Directly from contractor |Digitally and hard Life of contractand up  [n/a
services to the Council contract copy to 7 years for auditing
(quotations and tenders) purposes
Councillors
Personal details Contact details Legal requirement |Public task Directly from councillors |Digitally and hard While councillor is in n/a
copy office
Register of interests Pecuniary and other |Legal requirement |Public task Directly from councillors |Digitally and hard While councillor is in Public via PTC
interests of parish copy office and Dorset
councillors Council websites
Emails
Staff and councillor Names, emails Communication Public task Email Digitally 6 months or longer if n/a
emails required




Events

Personal details Names, contact To invite stall Attendees of events Directly from persons Digitally Up to 18 months n/a
details, bank details |holders to Council requesting a stall
events
Insurance
Insurance documents Insurance schedule |Cover the Council |Legal obligation Insurance provider Digitally and hard  |While valid n/a
for insurance copy Employers Liability 50
purposes years Public Liability 21
years
Members of the public
Enquiries Name, contact info, |Responding to Legitimate Interest Email, letter or Digitally 6 months Staff or
content queries telephone call councillors as
required
Grant applications Contact details, To consider grants |Public task Grant applications Digitally If awarded, up to 7 years |Councillors

relevant details
about organisation

for auditing purposes. If
not granted, upto 1
year.

Personnel - staff

Employment (contract,
pension, CV, appraisal)

Name, address,
contact details,
employment
history, NI number,
bank details

Employment

Legal Obligation & Contract

Directly from staff

Digitally and hard
copy

6 years post-
employment

Councillors in
Staffing &
Training
Committee

CVs and applications

Name, address,
contact details,
employment history

Recruitment

Public task

Directly from applicants

Council Sharepoint

6 months after notifying
unsuccessful applicants

Councillors in
Staffing &
Training
Committee

Employment (payment of
salaries)

Full contact details,
NI number, bank
details

Payment of
salaries

Legal Obligation

Directly from staff

Digitally and hard
copy

For duration of
employment

HMRC, payroll
provider, Dorset
Council Pensions




Portland Community
Venue

Hirer details Contact details Hire of roomsin  |Contractual From hirers Digitally Up to 1 year after n/a
the Portland individual bookings /
Community Venue end of long-term hire

Tenants / Licence

Holders

Lease and Licence holder |Contact details and |Tenants and/or Contractual and Landlord and  |From tenants and Digitally and hard |15 years after expiry of |n/a

details

lease agreements

licence holders on
Council-run areas

Tenant Act 1954

licence holders

copy

agreement / lease




HMRC Statutory payroll Employee No DPA required. The Council shares employee
reporting pay/tax data with HMRC for payroll, tax and pension
purposes. HMRC acts as a data controller under
relevant UK tax
legislation.
DM Payroll Payroll provider [Employee Yes https://www.bright
Services pension hr.com
contribution/NI
number

Unity Trust Bank

Council current and

deposit account
banking

Account names,
numbers,
councillors and
staff identity
documents and
personal
identification
details

Banks act as data controllers, deciding how and
why they process personal data (e.g., identity
checks, account management). The Council
provides necessary personal data (e.g., signatory
details) for the bank’s lawful purposes, not
under the Council’s instruction.

Therefore, under UK GDPR, no Data Processing
Agreement is required. The council will share
only necessary data, keep a record of what is
shared and why and use banks with appropriate
data protection measures.

WWWw.unity.co.uk
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Unity Trust Bank

Council current and
deposit account
banking

Account names,
numbers,
councillors and
staff identity
documents and

Banks act as data controllers, deciding how and
why they process personal data (e.g., identity
checks, account management). The Council
provides necessary personal data (e.g., signatory
details) for the bank’s lawful purposes, not

personal under the Council’s instruction.
identification Therefore, under UK GDPR, no Data Processing www.lloydsbank.co
details Agreement is required. The council will share m

only necessary data, keep a record of what is

shared and why and use banks with appropriate

data protection measures.

LGPS Pension Pension provider Employee Yes https://investments
pension @dorsetcouncil.gov
contribution/NI .uk
number

External Auditors -
BDO

Financial audit

Invoices, pay,
contracts

Data shared with the appointed external auditor
as part of statutory audit requirements under
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
BDO acts as an independent data controller and
publishes their own privacy notice

https://www.counci
laudits@bdo.co.uk

Internal Auditor -
Darkin Miller

Internal audit of
council governance,
financial systems,
and compliance

Including access
to payroll,
personnel, and
payment records

Yes; no personal data retained



http://www.lloydsbank.com 
http://www.lloydsbank.com 
https://investments@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
https://investments@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
https://investments@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.councilaudits@bdo.co.uk
https://www.councilaudits@bdo.co.uk

Contact details - https://www.sw-

names, it.co.uk
IT contract and Data |addresses,
South West IT . Yes
Back Up emails, telephone
numbers

Password-protected email accounts

Paper files stored in locked premises

Anti-virus and firewall protection provided via SWIT

Limited access to personal data internally

IT Policy and Data Protection/Document Retention policies in place and reviewed regularly
Information on Data protection included in Induction session for all new Councillors

Data Protection training regularly offered to Cllrs and Staff

Portland Town Council recognises and facilitates individuals’ rights under UK GDPR, as listed in the Data Protection Policy includin
Right to access

Right to rectification

Right to erasure (where applicable)

Right to restrict processing

Right to data portability (where applicable)

Right to object

Right to lodge a complaint with the ICO


https://www.sw-it.co.uk/
https://www.sw-it.co.uk/
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Consultation at a glance

What we are asking: what the local plan should cover, its proposed vision and priorities,
how Dorset should grow, the evidence needed and how people should be involved.

What we are not asking: this consultation is not about individual development sites or
detailed draft policies.

Consultation period: 21 September to 26 October 2026. Responses must be received by
midnight on 26 October 2026.

How to respond: complete the online survey, email a completed response form or return
a paper form by post. Contact details are provided in the "How to comment" part of the
Introduction.

Engagement on the local plan: We have prepared a proposed Engagement Strategy
outlining how people can be involved in preparing the Local Plan. Questions on the
proposed approach are included in this document, and the draft Strategy can be found
on our website.

51 Dorset Council Local Plan scoping consultation document
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1.

Introduction

1.1.1.
1.1.2.

1.2.1.

1.2.2.

1.3.1.

Dorset Council is preparing a new local plan for the Dorset Council area.

The local plan will help guide how Dorset changes in the future. It will set out
where new homes, jobs, infrastructure, community facilities and environmental
improvements should happen. Once adopted, it will be used to help decide
planning applications across the Dorset Council area.

Previous consultations

Previous consultations on the local plan have included sites and strategy for
meeting the development needs of Dorset, including for new homes, jobs, and
infrastructure. However, changes made by the government mean that a brief
reset is needed in order to follow new arrangements for producing the local
plan.

This scoping consultation follows earlier work on the local plan. All the
responses and accompanying evidence which has been received to date will
be taken into account, so they don't need to be resubmitted. There will be
more opportunities to comment next year as work on the plan progresses
including on sites and policies. The main purpose of this consultation is to
understand what issues the local plan should focus on and how people would
like to be involved in future consultations.

The new local plan system

The government introduced a new system for preparing local plans on 25
March 2026. The new approach is intended to make local plans shorter,
clearer and more focused on local issues, while reducing unnecessary
evidence gathering and duplication of national planning policy. A new National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 17 August 2026, which
includes national decision making policies designed to further simplify local
plans.

6 | Dorset Council Local Plan scoping consultation document




1.3.2. Under the new local plan system, councils must prepare local plans within a 30
month timetable and keep them up to date through regular review. The
process also includes several consultation stages and independent checks
before a plan can be adopted. The following diagram shows the stages of the
new system, and where we are in the process.

Dorset Council Local Plan
We are here...

Q Adoption

Local Plan -
submitted to

' examination
o Gateway 3 - further advice

from the Planning Inspectorate

G Proposed Local Plan
consulation

6 Gateway 2 - observations and advice

from the Planning Inspectorate

o Proposed Local Plan content and
evidence consultation

e Gateway 1 - self A
assessment LY
\l/

e Scoping consultation | ocal Plan

o Early ?q Dorset

preparation B cor<

Figure 1: the stages of local plan production, and where we are in the process

I Spatial Development Strategies

1.3.3. The new planning framework also introduces Spatial Development Strategies
(SDSs). These are strategic plans that will address issues that are best
considered across wider geographic areas, such as some infrastructure and
cross-boundary matters. Local plans will need to be prepared in general
conformity with any relevant SDS.
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1.3.4. At present, there is no SDS in place for Dorset, but Dorset will fall within the
Wessex area alongside Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole (BCP), Somerset
and Wiltshire councils. As work progresses the emerging SDS will need to be
taken into consideration. At present the local plan is being prepared in
accordance with the new local plan regulations and national planning policy.

1.41. This scoping consultation is an initial stage for preparing the Dorset Council
Local Plan under the new planning system'. The purpose of the consultation is
to consider what the local plan should include, how people should be engaged,
and any other matters the council considers to be relevant.

14.2. The consultation runs from: 21 September to 26 October 2026, and considers:

« the scope of the local plan

. themes for the local plan's vision and objectives (building on previous local
plan consultations and the Council Plan)

« approaches to developing a spatial strategy

« key planning issues for the Dorset Council area

« what further evidence is needed, missing or needs updating to inform the
local plan

« adraft proposed engagement approach

14.3. Questions are included throughout this document. You do not have to answer
every question: please answer those that are most relevant to you. The
supporting text explains why each question is being asked.

1.4.4. Please note, this consultation is not seeking views on possible sites for
development, any specific policies, or presenting any information on possible
sites for development at this stage. There will be further opportunities to
submit sites for consideration through the local plan at a later stage.

" Regulation 20 of the Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026
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1.5.1.

1.5.2.

1.5.3.

1.5.4.

1.5.5.

1.6.1.

1.6.2.

How to comment

You can respond online at the Dorset Council Local Plan webpage -
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-consultation. Here you
can access the consultation material and complete the online survey.

The online survey will give you the chance to comment on all the matters that
are set out within this document. You will need to provide your name, email
address, and postcode to submit a response. Your email address will be
required to ensure authenticity and so that the council can contact you about
the local plan in the future. This information will be removed from our systems
when it is no longer needed, in accordance with the Council's privacy policy?.

The easiest way to respond is through the online survey. If you cannot use the
online survey, you can download and complete a response form which is
available on the Dorset Council Local Plan web pages. You can email the
completed form to planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or post it to:
Spatial Planning team, Dorset Council, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester
DT1 1XJ. Please mark paper correspondence "Dorset Council Local Plan
scoping consultation 2026".

The content of the consultation is designed to be fully accessible. For further
information, if you need help submitting a response or if you require the
consultation material in alternative formats please contact us:

« Telephone: 01305 838334
. Email: planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Responses must be received by midnight on 26 October 2026.

Data protection

Please note, any data collected will be retained and processed in accordance
with Dorset Council's privacy policy. If you provide your contact details at any
point throughout the survey, your data will only be used for the purpose of
preparing the local plan. The council will not use the data for unrelated or
incompatible tasks unless it seeks further consent.

By responding to the consultation, you are accepting that your response and
the information within it will be in the public domain, and that it may be

2 www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-privacy-notice
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disclosed if requested under the Freedom of Information Act/Environmental
Information Regulations. However, any published information will exclude
individuals' contact information but will identify individuals by name.

1.6.3.  Yourinformation will be retained by the council in line with its information
retention schedule.

1.7.1.  After completing this scoping consultation responses will be processed,
reviewed and published. The substantive issues that are raised in the
responses will be taken into consideration as part of work on the content of
the emerging local plan. The feedback that relates to public and stakeholder
consultation for plan making will be considered and used to shape the
engagement strategy that will be used throughout the plan making process.

1.7.2.  The next formal stage in the plan making process is the 'Gateway 1 self-
assessment'. The local plan timetable sets out the anticipated dates for each
of the stages relating to the preparation of the local plan, including the
assessment gateways.
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2. The overall scope of the local plan

2.1. Introduction

211. It is important that the local plan, including its content, meets the requirements
of legislation and national planning policy. At a later stage, a government-
appointed inspector will examine the local plan and test whether it meets
these requirements. It can only be adopted and be used to decide planning
applications if it meets the requirements. An adopted local plan will help to
ensure that development decisions are guided by a democratically prepared
and evidence-based strategy, rather than on an ad hoe basis through
speculatively prepared planning applications.

2.1.2.  The government has recently updated its main national planning policy (the
National Planning Policy Framework or NPPF), which will guide the content of
the local plan. The impact it has on the overall scope of the plan is shared
below.

2.2. What the local plan must do

2.2.1. There are certain strategic things that the NPPF says the local plan must do.
These include, amongst other things:

« seekto meet housing and other development needs as a minimum, as well
as unmet needs of neighbouring areas, unless protected areas or severe
adverse impacts justify a restriction

. provide a strategy for a sustainable pattern of growth

. provide a strategy for environmental improvement

. seek to mitigate climate change and adapt to its effects

« cover a period of at least 10 years once adopted

Question 1: What period do you think the plan should cover?
a. 10 years

b. 15 years

c. Longer than 15 years

d. Other

e. Not sure — See below

Please explain your answer — The period needs to be sufficient to attract investment and
enable stability
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3.

Spatial vision and objectives

3.1. Introduction

3.1.1.

The local plan must contain a vision for Dorset which sets out a clear, concise
and positive ambition for the future of Dorset for the plan period. It may also
reflect future ambitions beyond the plan period. It should reflect on the unique
characteristics of Dorset and identify how these will bring benefits to the area.
The vision should be ambitious but also reflect what the local plan can
realistically achieve through its policies. The vision will guide the local plan
throughout its development and help us monitor the plan's success following
adoption.

3.2. Priorities for the vision

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

To identify the key priorities for the vision, we have considered:

« national planning policy

. things which are specific to Dorset

. issues identified through baseline information and SWOT analysis
« wider council priorities, values and objectives

. the vision set out in the last local plan consultation (in 2025)

The local plan is being prepared in the context of the Dorset Council Plan
2024-2029 which sets out a clear vision: "Working together to create a fairer,
more prosperous and more sustainable Dorset for current and future
generations”. It focuses on four priorities:

1. Provide high quality and affordable housing - there are rising costs, a
growing gap between average house price and average salary and a
chronic lack of genuinely affordable housing. This particularly impacts both
working age people (making it difficult for them to afford to live in Dorset)
and vulnerable residents (who may struggle to find suitable homes).

2. Grow our economy - the economy is based on fairly traditional industries
and productivity has stalled. Whilst there are strengths such as defence
and emerging sectors, large numbers of young people leave the county.
There is also poor transport connectivity.

3. Communities for all - identifies the large ageing population along with the
reduced working age population due to young people moving away. There
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are also disparities across the area, low social mobility and health
inequalities. Community cohesion is also an issue.

Respond to the climate and nature crisis - climate change and the nature
crisis are urgent challenges.

3.2.3. A spatial Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis
has been prepared which considers Dorset's unique character, complexities
and localised issues and provides a framework for the vision to respond to.
The full SWOT analysis is presented in Appendix 2.

3.2.4. The following key priorities have been identified through consideration of the
SWOT analysis, the 2025 vision, the Council Plan's priorities and national
policy and underpin the vision:

Housing: Meeting housing need for all those who wish to live in Dorset,
including affordable housing for younger people, an appropriate mix of
homes to serve families, and appropriate housing for older people

Economy: Improving economic prosperity, supporting a wider range of
higher skilled and higher paid jobs, providing supporting infrastructure such
as for digital connectivity, and regenerating town centres

Environment: Protecting and enhancing the natural environment,
landscapes, biodiversity, the coast and heritage assets, and mitigating
climate change and adapting to its effects, including the transition to net
zero

Movement: Improving connectivity and accessibility for all and promoting
sustainable and active travel options as a realistic alternative to private car
use

Health & Wellbeing: Supporting healthy, inclusive communities for all,
including our ageing population, younger people, those with disabilities and
those at risk of rural isolation, by providing access to high-quality services
and opportunities

Design & Character: Protecting and enhancing the unique and distinct
character of towns, villages, coastal communities and the countryside and
ensuring that development responds positively to its surrounding context

Tourism: Boosting a year-round tourist economy, particularly in our coastal
areas
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Question 2: Are there any other priorities that should be considered when developing
the vision? If so, please specify.

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer - It is felt that the SWOT analysis is accurate to base further
decisions around

Question 3: Which of the key priorities do you think should be a focus for the local
plan? (select as many as you wish).

a. Housing

b. Economy

c. Environment

d. Movement

e. Health & Wellbeing

f. Design & Character

g. Tourism

Please explain your answer, including any specific issues within the priorities you
think are particularly important — Supporting Economic Investment will
underpin the revenue requirements to support the other priorities

3.3. Avision for the local plan

3.3.1. For this consultation, an initial draft vision has been prepared based on the
identified key priorities.

3.3.2.  The vision reflects Dorset's environmental assets and builds on the way that
the pattern and hierarchy of settlements in Dorset currently function. It also
highlights the challenges and opportunities for more sustainable patterns of
development. The vision will be refined following the responses received
during this scoping consultation.
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Vision
By the end of the plan period, Dorset will be a fairer, more prosperous and more
sustainable place for current and future generations, where people of all ages can live

well, connect with one another, access suitable and affordable homes, and benefit from
a diverse and productive economy.

The environmental quality of the area - its rural landscapes, biodiversity, rich heritage,
beautiful coast and picturesque towns and villages - is what makes Dorset a special
place to live, work and visit. Every settlement in Dorset has its own distinct character -
from rural market towns to coastal towns; from small hamlets to the larger villages; and
those settlements on the edge of Bournemouth and Poole. They each perform
important functions that contribute to Dorset's prosperity, health and wellbeing.

High quality, well-designed developments which respond well to the local context will
bring the homes, jobs and supporting infrastructure that Dorset needs.

Economic investment will provide increased opportunity for higher quality and highly
paid jobs and increased productivity across the area. The main centres for economic
activity of the Dorchester to Weymouth corridor and those in southeast Dorset will be
enhanced with improved prosperity for residents.

Town centres will be renewed as adaptable, prosperous places for shopping, culture,
leisure, and community services. The visitor economy will become more resilient,
higher-value, lower-impact and less seasonal, contributing to thriving communities
throughout the year.

Development will be encouraged in accessible and well-connected locations, where a
range of transport options and essential amenities are available or can be provided.
Sustainable and active travel options will improve connectivity for those who live and
work in Dorset whilst reducing carbon emissions and reducing reliance on car travel.
Growth in rural communities will be to address local need and where essential services
are accessible. Digital connectivity will be enhanced and infrastructure designed to
meet future demand and deliver climate-resilience, building on net-zero targets.

The character of our rural areas will be maintained and where opportunities arise,
enhanced. Our rich heritage, historic environment, hedgerows, trees, biodiversity and
landscape character will be respected where development takes place, with
development steered away from the most sensitive locations. Enhancements to the
natural environment will be realised, guided by the Local Nature Recovery Strategy.
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Question 4: Do you think it the draft vision reflects what Dorset should be like at the
end of the local plan period?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

If no, please explain what you think Dorset should be like — The vision should refer to
Central Economic Area and not just Weymouth and Dorchester as indicated in the
Energising Dorset Economic Prospectus. We need to be realistic about the long term
nature of Prison establishments as a major employer.

3.4. Measurable outcomes

3.4.1. In their local plans, councils must prepare up to ten measurable outcomes
which flow from the objectives identified in the vision, and outline how the
desired changes will be delivered and measured. Draft measurable outcomes
will be defined following the Scoping Consultation, and will be part of future
consultations. The measurable outcomes will be linked to the local plan
priorities, and these priorities will be linked to the vision. Each measurable
outcome should be:

. tangible
« locally specific
. easy to monitor the plan against

3.4.2.  There are some metrics which must be monitored throughout the plan period.
These include:

« housing completions
« housing supply
« delivery of employment land

3.4.3. The Council Plan can also help shape measurable outcomes for the local plan.
Planning policies can support the council's priorities through measures such
as affordable housing, jobs and economic growth, access to services,
healthier communities, lower carbon emissions and nature recovery.

Question 5: What measurable outcomes should the council use to assess how well the
local plan is performing? — Metrics should also include improvements in Economic
Activity
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., Developing a strategy for growth

Local contex

| Dorset's functional areas

4.1.1. The evidence suggests that there are four broad 'functional areas' that
represent how Dorset's housing and economic markets function:

South Eastern area: Extending from the Bournemouth, Christchurch and
Poole (BCP) conurbation to the Isle of Purbeck and north towards Wiltshire.
This area has the strongest links to BCP, particularly around Wimborne
Minster and Ferndown, with influence reducing towards Blandford and
Swanage.

Central area: Focused on the Portland, Weymouth and Dorchester corridor
and surrounding settlements. Weymouth, the largest town in Dorset
council's area, has strong links with both Portland and Dorchester.
Northern area: Centred on the strategic rail and road corridor between
Yeovil and Salisbury, including the market towns of Gillingham, Shaftesbury
and Sherborne.

Western area: A largely rural and less well-connected part of Dorset,
centred on Bridport and including Beaminster and Lyme Regis.

17 | Dorset Council Local Plan scoping consultation document




Functional Areas
Central Dorset
C: :JNonhern Oorsel
South Eastern Corset
Western Dorset
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Figure 2: Dorset's functional areas

I Settlement types

41.2. Across the functional areas, Dorset is home to a mix of towns and villages
which each play their part in meeting the needs of residents, workers, and
visitors. Previous consultations have defined Dorset's settlements through a
hierarchy:

. Large built-up areas: This comprises the parts of the BCP conurbation that
cross into Dorset, the county town of Dorchester, and the coastal town of
Weymouth.

. Towns and other main settlements: This comprises the market and coastal
towns across Dorset and 'other main settlements' within the Green Belt and
close to the large built-up area of BCP.

. Larger villages: These are typically larger villages which generally have a
population of around 500 and a reasonable level of facilities enabling some
day-to-day needs to be met locally.

. Small villages and hamlets: With less services and facilities for everyday
needs to be met locally.
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National planning policy|

I Requirements for spatial strategies

4.21.

National planning policy states that local plans should set out a positive vision
and spatial strategy for the area, including specific proposals for meeting
development needs and improving the local environment. A local plan's spatial
strategy should include clear expectations for the location of future
development, and where land should be protected or enhanced. It should
identify:

. settlements and their boundaries

. town centres, their boundaries, and other areas where specific approaches
to development should apply

« land that is protected or enhanced for specific purposes

. sites allocated to meet housing and other development needs

I National Decision-Making Policies

4.2.2.

National policy also includes decision making policies that generally support
development within settlements while restricting development outside
settlements to specific circumstances. In addition to this, several transport-
related policies within the NPPF require decisions to consider whether
development is located in sustainable locations and are aligned with planned
transport infrastructure, reflecting the spatial strategy's role in directing
growth to appropriate locations.
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New local plan

4.3.1. To deliver homes, employment development and infrastructure, it is likely that
growth would need to take place at a range of different sizes and types of
settlement across Dorset.

I New development near settlements and existing built-up areas

4.3.2. New development is often most sustainable when located near to existing
built-up areas of towns and main settlements, where there is better access to
services, infrastructure, employment opportunities and sustainable transport
options. Larger villages can also provide day-to-day facilities to support
development, while growth can help maintain and enhance the services and
facilities on which these communities rely. Directing development to
settlements of different sizes therefore has the potential to support both new
and existing communities across Dorset.

I Development needs and sustainable development outcomes

4.3.3. However, the local plan needs to strike an appropriate balance between
meeting development needs and achieving sustainable development in
economic, social and environmental terms. This includes protecting Dorset's
valued environment, particularly its National Landscapes, heritage assets, and
designated ecological and habitat sites. The spatial strategy will therefore
need to reflect the local plan's overarching vision and objectives for Dorset.

I Development in villages

4.3.4. Asdiscussed above, previous local plans have defined and ranked settlements
into tiers based on population and the range of facilities and services
available. While large built-up areas (Tier 1) and towns and main settlements
(Tier 2) are generally the most sustainable locations for development, larger
villages have previously been identified using a broad threshold of over 500
residents and a range of key facilities or services, such as:

. aschool

« ashop

. avillage hall or community meeting place
. employment space

. adoctor's surgery

4.3.5.  The sustainability of potential development locations also depends on access
to services less commonly found in villages, including secondary schools,
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supermarkets, hospitals and a wider range of employment opportunities.
Villages that are well connected to larger towns by walking, cycling or public
transport may therefore represent more sustainable locations for growth than
more isolated settlements. These considerations will inform the development
of the plan's spatial strategy.3

I Flexibility for smaller scales of development

4.3.6.

As part of the spatial strategy, there may be an opportunity to boost the supply
of new homes in Dorset by allowing flexibility for smaller scales of
development to take place adjacent to sustainable settlements (without
specifically identifying them in the local plan). In doing this, the council would
need to consider whether this approach would be in accordance with national
policy, what specific criteria would be appropriate, and how the council could
predict how much future development could come forward though this type of

policy.

Question 6: What factors do you think should be considered when developing the
settlement hierarchy for future development?

Question 7: What links to services and facilities are most important when looking at
the sustainability of potential future development locations? (select all that apply)

a. Access to public transport
b. Access to safe walking/cycle routes
c. Distance from towns or places with facilities that serve a wider area

d. Other

Please explain your answer — Connectivity assessments need to factor in the benefit that
low carbon transport and digital solutions will have in reducing impacts on the
environment thereby improving the flexibility of approaches taken

3 For example, the government's Connectivity Tool is designed to help assess how sustainably located a
place is and identify transport improvements needed to support development -

www.gov.uk/quidance/connectivity-tool
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5. Key planning issues for Dorset
Introduction

5.1.1.  The new local plan will focus on Dorset's local planning issues. It will include a
strategy for managing development across Dorset, including the provision of
homes and employment development. It will be aligned with the Dorset
Council Plan and complement the 'National Decision-Making Policies'
contained in the NPPF which deal with many of the more general planning
issues faced across the country.

5.1.2. Toidentify some of the issues that the local plan needs to address, the local
plan will be informed by:
. a'baselining' exercise that will review Dorset's environmental, economic

and social characteristics

« the council's priorities
« the vision being developed to guide the local plan
« evidence gathered by the council as part of plan making.

5.1.3.  You can view some of the data that will inform the plan on the Dorset Council
website.

514 The sections below summarise the key planning issues that affect Dorset.

Meeting the challenge of climate change

I Local context

5.2.1.

The Dorset Council Plan (2024 to 2029) recognises climate change as one of
the most urgent challenges facing the world today and sets out commitments
to cut emissions and prepare for the impacts. Forecast impacts that have
implications for new development in Dorset include:

« accelerated coastal change and erosion

« rising sea levels, with particular implications for Dorset's coastal
communities

« increased flood risk, linked to extreme weather events becoming more
common

« higher average temperatures and more intense summer heatwaves, with
implications for health, design, trees, green infrastructure, water demand
and fire risk
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5.2.2.

« pressure on water resources, water quality, biodiversity and landscapes

Many specific issues that relate to climate change, such as flooding and
coastal change, are dealt with in more detail in other sections of this
document.

I National planning policy

5.2.3.

5.2.4.
5.2.5.

National policy covers climate change mitigation and adaption matters
relevant to planning application proposals such as:

« use of design approaches which conserve energy and other resources
« re-use of existing structures and materials

« drawing low carbon energy from decentralised networks

« sensitive creation or restoration of habitats which act as carbon stores
« not increasing extraction of fossil fuels

. improving energy efficiency of existing buildings

. design approaches that minimise overheating risks

. mitigation of wildfire risks

The local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these matters.

However, national policy requires local plans to take a proactive approach to
mitigating climate change and supporting the transition to net zero. For
Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

« propose sustainable patterns of development that will help radically reduce
emissions, avoid vulnerability and improve resilience

» respond to specific climate change risks on existing communities and
related to development allocations

. set local water efficiency standards where justified

« identify green infrastructure and natural solutions for carbon storage and
nature recovery and resilience

I New local plan

5.2.6.

The local plan will need to include a strategy and policies that meet the new
national policy requirements. This means it will need to support the delivery of
new homes, jobs, infrastructure and services while helping Dorset mitigate
climate change through transition to net zero. This will involve choices about
where development should go, how places should be designed, and other
approaches to tackle and adapt to climate change.
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Question 8: Are there any locally specific climate change issues that are not
addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — For our area our own Neighbourhood Plan has taken
account of the these aspects through draft design guidance and spatial assessments

Delivering a sufficient suppl

I Local context

Overall housing need and supply

5.3.1. Dorset's housing need increased substantially after the government updated
the formula for calculating need 'the standard method'* which must be used.
As a result, the local plan will need to plan for a major uplift in housing supply.
The current calculated local housing need figure is 3,246 homes per year. If
the plan was to cover a 15 year period from the 2028/29 adoption year to
2043/44 this would equate to 48,690 homes. Recent delivery has been much
lower than this, so the scale, location and phasing of new development will be
a key issue for the local plan.

4The 'standard method' is defined in Annex D of the NPPF, which states that it should be used to
calculate the overall number of homes needed in an area as a minimum over the local plan period.
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Specific housing needs

5.3.2. The Dorset Housing Needs Assessment identifies that the need is not only for
more homes overall, but also for the right mix of homes. It identifies that
nearly half of the overall need is for affordable housing, with a particularly
strong need for social rent. Dorset's ageing population also has specific
housing needs that, if met, could enable people to live independently for longer
and open up much-needed family homes. The evidence also identifies a need
for:

. affordable home ownership

« housing for families, including larger affordable homes

« homes for smaller households

« accessible and adaptable homes

. self-contained specialist older people's housing units (including housing
with support and housing with care)

« housing for a several specific groups (care leavers, people who rent,
essential workers, students and service families)

« self-build and custom-build housing

« Shared housing (Houses in Multiple Occupation)

. Build to Rent housing, which is typically 100% rented out and professionally
managed

« Gypsy, Roma, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites
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Second homes

5.3.3.  Second homes are a very localised but important issue in parts of Dorset. They
are particularly prevalent in some coastal and National Landscape areas
where significant numbers of new homes are unlikely to be appropriate.
Studland has the highest proportion of second homes at around 27% and
where second-home ownership is high, it can reduce the availability of homes
for permanent occupation, affect affordability and weaken year-round
community vitality. Second homes and short term holiday lettings can also
positively contribute to local economies through local spending and by
providing support for local jobs, as well as the tourism sector.

1 National planning policy

5.3.4. National policy covers several matters around the following issues:

. meeting specific local needs for housing

. affordable housing, including military affordable housing provision

. specialist accommodation for older people, disabled people, community-
based accommodation, and student and shared living accommodation

« rural housing development providing affordable housing to meet local
needs, and community-led developments, called 'exception sites'

. isolated homes in the countryside

« Traveller sites

« speeding up time taken to build homes

5.3.5. Thelocal plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these matters.

5.3.6. However, national policy requires local plans to address the housing needs of
different groups. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to plan for the
overall number of homes needed and for the right types and mix of homes. It
will also need to consider the mix of tenures on larger sites and how different
site sizes can contribute to housing delivery.

5.3.7.  National policy does not include specific policy for controlling second homes.
This means a local policy for new homes could be considered if justified by
evidence. If justified, it would likely need to be targeted to places where
second-home ownership is affecting housing availability, affordability and
community vitality.

| New local plan

5.3.8.  Thelocal plan will need to plan for a significant increase in housing delivery
while also ensuring that new homes are the right type, tenure, size and
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location. This includes meeting overall housing need, maximising affordable
housing delivery where viable, providing more social rent, supporting specialist
and accessible housing, and ensuring that development is supported by
infrastructure, services and sustainable transport options.

5.3.9. It is possible that a local plan policy which restricted occupation of new
homes in specific areas to present their use as second homes could have a
number of negative impacts. These could include impacts on the local
construction and service sectors. To limit the potential adverse impacts
consideration could be given to targeted second home restrictions which
could apply in the most affected areas. The planning system cannot apply
second home restrictions to existing homes meaning that the existing homes
can still be purchased as second homes. However, where justified by
evidence, policies can seek to control the occupation of new homes. Other
forms of housing, such as 'Build to Rent', or housing provided through
Community Land Trusts could also be supported by the local plan.

Question 9: Are there locally specific housing issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — This is a particular issue of concern for our area and our
Neighbourhood Plan review process has tried to introduce a policy framework which sets
out a managed approach
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, effective econom

I Local context

Dorset's Economic Growth Strategy 2025 to 2040

5.4.1.

5.4.2.

Dorset Council has set out its priorities for economic growth, including:

defence, security marine and advanced engineering growth: encouraged
around Dorset Innovation Park with a target of 300 new jobs and over 50
innovation community participants

growth in small and medium-sized enterprises and entrepreneurship:
concentrating support for firms with the greatest potential for growth with a
target for 1,000 business start up courses for 16 to 34 year olds

skills and development: investing in and improving educational and career
routes in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

growth in Dorset's market towns and along transport corridors: through
community led masterplans, repurposing town centre assets, affordable
housing, and employment land allocations in coastal market and towns and
A303 and A31 corridors

tourism and visitor economy: increasing high-value, year-round visitor
spending across Dorset by promoting its unique natural, cultural and leisure
assets, strengthening partnerships, and supporting tourism and tourist
infrastructure through the local plan, particularly where this helps diversify
the type and location of tourist activity

A key thread running through the priorities for economic growth in Dorset is
the need for improved digital connectivity across the area. The Economic
Growth Strategy identifies a need to embed digital technology across all
sectors and facilitate investment in digital infrastructure.

Employment land

5.4.3.

The 2024 Employment Land Study pointed to a clear continuing need for
employment land in the Dorset Council area to 2039, driven mainly by
industrial, logistics, distribution and flexible business-space requirements
rather than by large-scale office demand. The evidence on need for
employment land is being refreshed as part of preparing the local plan.
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5.4.4. Some existing businesses may welcome opportunities to expand locally. The
scope to support expansion of existing employment areas in Dorset's market
towns needs to be explored as part of the plan making process. Demand is
particularly strong nearer to the BCP urban area and along the A31/A35
corridor, but the study also identifies demand at Blandford Forum, Dorchester,
Weymouth and Sherborne. Secondary market towns outside the main
economic centres are performing well economically, but rural viability and
deliverability can be challenging. The local plan will therefore need to be
realistic about where employment land can be brought forward and how the
quality, flexibility and deliverability of employment land can be improved.

Tourism

54.5. Tourism is an important part of Dorset's economy and identity. The area's
coast, countryside, historic towns, villages, cultural assets and outdoor
recreation opportunities attract large numbers of visitors each year.

National planning policy

5.4.6. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

« supporting business growth
« demonstration of unmet development needs
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54.7.
5.4.8.

« freight and logistics proposals

« rural business development

« tourism development outside settlements

« rural business development

« supporting improvements to digital connectivity that respect important
environmental safeguards

The local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these matters.

However, national policy expects local plans to take a positive, proactive and
realistic approach to long-term economic growth. For Dorset, this means the
local plan will need to:

. set a clear economic vision that amongst other things recognise the
importance of tourism and the visitor economy

« address barriers to investment

« include development sites to meet unmet need and implement the
economic vision and strategy

« support modern and flexible premises

« plan for storage and distribution where needed

« avoid being unnecessarily restrictive about the types of employment uses
that may be acceptable

I New local plan

5.4.9.

5.4.10.

The local plan will need to support new jobs and investment in line with the
Dorset Economic Growth Strategy while ensuring that employment land is
provided in the right locations and in a form that can respond to changing
business needs. In practice, this is likely to mean:

. safeguarding successful employment areas

. allocating a realistic supply of deliverable employment land

« supporting the expansion of existing businesses

« planning for flexible industrial, logistics and business premises in locations
that relate well to settlements, strategic corridors and local labour markets

The local plan could also help support a sustainable visitor economy by
guiding the location, scale and type of development that supports tourism
including visitor accommodation, attractions, facilities and infrastructure.
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Question 10: Are there locally specific economic issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — The Local Plan recognizes our area as one where investment
opportunities are of particular significance. We have included land allocations and a
flexible policy structure to facilitate sustainable use and growth in our own Neighbourhood

Plan.

Ensuring the vitality of town centres

I Local context

5.5.1.

5.5.2.

Dorset has a varied network of town, district and local centres, serving
communities across a large rural area as well as coastal and market town
settings. These centres can provide access to shops, services, leisure,
community and cultural facilities, employment and public transport, and many
also support Dorset's visitor economy.

The Dorset Council Town Centre Health Checks 2023/24 assessed the vitality
and resilience of 37 town and district centres. Diversity of uses, vacancies,
retail mix, rents, accessibility, the evening economy and development potential
were considered. Weymouth, Dorchester, Bridport, Blandford Forum,
Sherborne, Wimborne Minster, Swanage and Gillingham were found to provide
the broadest range of retail, leisure, service and community functions. Tourism
is also an important driver of vitality in several coastal and historic centres,
including Weymouth, Lyme Regis, Swanage, Bridport and West Bay, Corfe
Castle, Wareham, Sherborne and Shaftesbury.

1 National planning policy

5.5.3.

National policy defines what centres are from a planning perspective, and
covers several matters relevant to planning application proposals around the
following issues:

« supporting the vitality and viability of centres

« improving or retaining access to local shops and facilities that provide day-
to-day services for local communities

« focusing town centres development uses in centres

« small scale rural development

« retail and leisure development outside centres
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5.54. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.5.5. However, national policy expects local plans to promote the long-term vitality
and viability of town centres. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

« beinformed by a strategy for town centres

. set a hierarchy of town, district and local centres

. define town centre boundaries and any areas where specific policies are
needed

« consider opportunities for a broader mix of uses, homes, intensification and
re-use of vacant premises; identify suitable development sites in town
centres first, then consider edge-of-centre or other accessible locations
where needed

« consider whether a local impact assessment threshold is needed for out-of-
centre proposals

« consider whether tools such as design guides, design codes, masterplans
or restrictions on development types, called Article 4 Directions, are needed
to support local character, vitality and viability
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I New local plan

5.5.6.

The local plan will need to support the long-term vitality and viability of town
centres, while recognising that centres across Dorset perform different roles.
Some centres provide a broad range of retail, leisure, service, cultural and
community functions, some are strongly influenced by tourism, and some
provide more local day-to-day services. The local plan will use the town centre
health checks to help define the hierarchy of centres, review boundaries,
identify opportunities for re-use and intensification, and decide whether local
thresholds or locally specific policies are needed.

Question 11: Are there locally specific town centre issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes
b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer

Securing clean energy and wate

I Local context

5.6.1.

New homes, jobs and services will need access to reliable energy, water
supply, drainage and wastewater infrastructure, while the transition to
renewable and low-carbon energy will require new generating capacity,
storage and network connections.

Clean energy

5.6.2.

Water
5.6.3.

Dorset Council has identified investment in renewable energy technology and
industry to be a priority in its Economic Growth Strategy. This will include
offshore wind, hydrogen storage and production, carbon capture and storage,
small modular reactors and data centres but the majority of these will be dealt
with under the nationally significant infrastructure planning regime. Portland
and Winfrith are identified as locations where investment could be focused
with a target of at least 2,000 new jobs and £500 million private investment.

Parts of Dorset experience serious water stress. Interventions such as
harvesting rainwater and creating localised reservoirs (such as for agriculture)
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may help to address water resource issues, and the council will need to
closely engage with water companies and the Environment Agency about
water supply, drainage and wastewater capacity.

National planning policy

5.6.4. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

. renewable and low-carbon energy development

« electricity network infrastructure

« battery storage and other energy infrastructure

« water supply infrastructure

« drainage and wastewater infrastructure

« assessing the planning impacts of individual energy and water
infrastructure proposals

5.6.5. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.6.6. However, national policy expects local plans to plan proactively for clean
energy and water infrastructure. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need
to:

« beinformed by early engagement with relevant organisations, considering
impacts of planned growth, changing consumption patterns and climate
change

« support development needed for renewable and low-carbon energy,
electricity network infrastructure, water supply, drainage and wastewater
infrastructure

. take measures to avoid development constraining infrastructure operation

« identify areas for renewable and low carbon energy development and
electricity network infrastructure
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I New local plan

5.6.7. Informed by engagement with water companies and the Environment Agency,
the local plan will need to support new homes, jobs and services while
ensuring that clean energy and water infrastructure are planned in a
coordinated way. This will involve choices about where renewable energy and
battery storage may be appropriate, how development should contribute
towards infrastructure, and how water supply, drainage and wastewater
capacity should be considered.

Question 12: Are there locally specific water and energy issues that are not addressed
by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer- The vulnerability that Portland has to utility infrastructure via
the Portland Beach Rd should encourage local solutions to resilience in these areas
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Making effective use of land

I Local context

5.7.1.

Dorset's towns and villages have grown over time and therefore feature many
different styles and densities of development.

Development densities

5.7.2.

Encouraging compact, 'denser' forms of development can help reduce the
amount of greenfield land that needs to be developed, and reduce the need to
travel if shops, employment, education and community facilities are also
provided. However, care is needed to ensure development is sympathetic
towards sensitive landscapes and townscapes. A balance also must be struck
between optimising sites and ensuring any required on-site infrastructure,
such as car parking and open space, can be accommodated well.

Brownfield sites

5.7.3.

Promoting redevelopment of brownfield sites can also help reduce the amount
of greenfield land that needs to be developed. As a predominantly rural area
Dorset generally has limited brownfield, especially when compared to many
urban council areas. Brownfield land can also pose challenges when re-
developing because of issues such as the need to remediate land, physical
constraints, infrastructure problems and increased costs.

I National planning policy

5.7.4.

5.7.5.

National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

« promoting denser forms of development

« requiring specific densities of residential development near railway stations

« supporting proposals that remediate despoiled, degraded, derelict,
contaminated or unstable land

« making better use of vacant and under-utilised land and buildings

« supporting proposals that feature temporary uses prior to permanent
development

« setting requirements for residential extensions

This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.
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5.7.6. However, national policy expects local plans to take steps to ensure
development makes efficient use of land. For Dorset, this means the local plan
will need to:

« use various methods to accommodate as much development on brownfield
land as possible (this could include requiring minimum densities and
redeveloping underutilised sites, like car parks and service yards)

« make sure local plan development sites make effective use of land by
promoting appropriately compact development and securing multiple
benefits, such as new community facilities and habitat creation

I New local plan

5.7.7. The local plan will need to include a strategy and policies that proactively seek
effective use of land, including by taking steps to ensure more compact,
denser forms of development and redevelopment of underutilised sites.
However, it will also need to ensure development is sympathetic to sensitive
townscapes and landscapes and can accommodate required infrastructure.
The issue of making effective use of land will also in part be addressed
through the council's emerging design code.

Question 13: Are there locally specific issues to do with making effective use of land
that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a.Yes

b.No-

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer- We have tried to stimulate a focus on brownfield sites in our
own planning but the combination of various constraints and an ageing built profile
impacts on investment decisions by developers. We have tried to encourage a muti site
perspective to overcome some of these issues.
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Protecting Green Belt land

| Local context

5.8.1. Green Belt is a planning designation that seeks to keep land permanently open
and prevent the unrestricted spread of large built-up areas. In Dorset, Green
Belt was designated in 1980 around the BCP urban area. It was established to
help maintain the separate identity of towns and villages, prevent neighbouring
settlements from merging, and to retain areas of open countryside around the
conurbation.

5.8.2.  Today, the South East Dorset Green Belt continues to play an important role in
shaping patterns of development in the south-east of the county. At the same
time, Dorset faces significant housing, employment and infrastructure needs
in this area, alongside ongoing challenges around housing affordability.

Green Beit
D Dorset Councll boundary

Figure 3: Area of Dorset covered by Green Belt
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1 National planning policy

5.8.3.

5.84.

5.8.5.

National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

. whatis considered to be inappropriate development in the Green Belt

. renewable and low carbon energy development in the Green Belt

« considering areas of 'grey belt' within the Green Belt (areas that don't make
a significant contribution to the Green Belt's purposes)

. areas where development may be possible, such as within 'grey belt' and
near stations

. the'Golden Rules' for major housing development on land released from or
brought forward in the Green Belt, including specific affordable housing and
infrastructure requirements

This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

However, national policy expects local plans to:

« notintroduce new, or expand existing, Green Belt other than in unusual
circumstances where this can be justified

. make changes to Green Belt boundaries to meet development needs where
justified, prioritising release of certain Green Belt areas (including grey belt)

» make sure revised Green Belt boundaries meet a specified set of
requirements

« ensure major housing developments meet the 'Golden Rules'

. safeguard Green Belt land where it is needed to meet longer term
development needs

. promote benefits for communities and nature in remaining Green Belt land

I New local plan

5.8.6.

5.8.7.

The local plan will need to support new homes, jobs and infrastructure while
also protecting the most important functions of the Green Belt. Given the scale
of Dorset's development needs, and the role of south-east Dorset as one of the
more sustainable parts of the plan area, the local plan will need to consider
changes to Green Belt boundaries.

Changes to Green Belt boundaries will need to be informed by the findings of
the 2026 Joint Green Belt Review. This identifies the contribution that different
areas make to Green Belt purposes and whether land is grey belt. Any changes
to the Green Belt will also need to be informed by a review of the sustainability
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of potential development locations, all other relevant planning issues, impacts
on the strategic function of the Green Belt and the potential for remaining
Green Belt land to provide wider benefits for communities and nature.

Question 14: Are there locally specific Green Belt issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — Decisions around sites in the green belt area should not be
at the detriment of providing solutions for the wider Dorset area which would support
sustainable growth.

Achieving well-designed places

I Local context

5.9.1. Dorset is made up of a wide range of places, including historic market towns,
coastal settlements, villages and rural communities. These places have
developed in different ways over time, shaped by the landscape, local building
materials, street patterns, and relationship with the coast and countryside.
New development needs to respond well to its surroundings.

5.9.2. Good design is about more than how buildings look. It includes how places
work for people: whether they are easy and safe to move around, whether
public spaces are attractive and usable, whether development responds
positively to local character, and whether it helps support healthy, inclusive
and sustainable communities.

5.9.3. The Dorset Design Code will provide more detailed local guidance on how new
development should be designed.
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I L. "

I National planning policy

5.9.4. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

responding to local context while supporting innovation and change,
particularly where it promotes high levels of sustainability or raises the
standard of design in an area

creating liveable places

addressing climate change

providing green infrastructure

supporting movement and access

ensuring good quality built form and public space

creating strong, distinctive identity

refusing poorly designed development

using design review and other design processes

5.9.5. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.
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5.9.6. However, national policy expects design expectations to be clearly set out in
the local plans. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

« explain the design and placemaking outcomes sought locally

. reflect design in the plan's vision and spatial strategy

. identify where design codes, design guides or masterplans are needed
« set any locally specific design policies or standards

« explain when design review or other design processes will be required

I New local plan

5.9.7. The local plan will need to support high-quality design and placemaking while
avoiding unnecessary duplication of national policy. The local plan will also
need to work closely with the Dorset Design Code but not repeat it.

5.9.8. Akey issue is how much detail should be included in the local plan, and how
much should be provided through the Dorset Design Code. The local plan
could potentially set the overall design strategy for Dorset, identify the role of
the Dorset Design Code, and explain where more detailed requirements in
other forms of design policies and guidance will be needed. The Dorset Design
Code could then provide more detailed guidance on matters such as local
character, layout, materials, public spaces, movement, green infrastructure
and climate-responsive design.

Question 15: Are there locally specific design issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — Our area has particular issues around our built environment
and related matters which is why we commissioned our own design guidance.
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Promoting sustainable transpo

I Local context

5.10.1.

The dispersed nature of Dorset's towns and villages and the rural nature of
much of the area makes achieving growth which realistically promotes
sustainable travel challenging. Some (but not all) of Dorset's main towns are
connected by rail and bus services. However, many people rely on the car to
access jobs, shops, schools, healthcare and other services due to limited
public transport options, particularly in more rural areas.

Sustainable location and design

5.10.2.

The sustainable location and design of new development can help reduce the
need to travel long distances, support walking, wheeling and cycling, improve
access to public transport, reduce reliance on car-based travel and enable the
transition to lower-carbon, more efficient forms of transport. However, this has
to be balanced with other considerations, such as the need to plan to meet
housing needs, other planning considerations and opportunities for
development.

Transport strategies

5.10.3.

Transport planning in Dorset is already being shaped by the Joint Local
Transport Plan for Dorset and BCP, the Active Travel Infrastructure Plan, Bus
Service Improvement Plan, and the emerging Rights of Way Improvement
Plan. These plans seek to improve travel choices, support access to jobs and
services, improve walking, wheeling and cycling routes, and make better use of
Dorset's rights of way and green links.
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National planning policy

5.10.4. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

locating development in sustainable places, where the need to travel is
reduced

mitigating significant adverse impacts on the transport network

taking environmental impacts into account

improving the sustainability of rural areas

street design and access, such as prioritising safe active travel movements
parking within development

roadside facilities, such as electric vehicle charging

transport assessments to assess impacts, and travel plans showing how
sustainable transport will be achieved

marine ports, including their expansion and alteration

public rights of way
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5.10.5. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.10.6. However, national policy expects sustainable transport to form an integral part
of a local plan's strategy. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

« consider transport from the start

« align growth with wider transport strategies and investment

« use evidence when assessing potential development locations

« support shorter journeys and mixed-use places where appropriate

« identify important transport sites and routes that need to be protected

I New local plan

5.10.7. The local plan will need to support new homes, jobs and services while also
helping people travel in more sustainable ways. This will be challenging in
rural areas where public transport options are limited, but where some
development may still be needed to meet Dorset's housing and employment
needs. The local plan will need to align with Dorset transport plans and
strategies.

Question 16: Are there locally specific transport issues that are not addressed by
national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — Effective and modern connectivity improvements are an
important factor in Dorset’s growth ability. The opportunity to attract appropriate
investment which would service future needs should be an important consideration and
should not undermine linkages to future spatial strategies
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Promoting healthy communities

I Local context

5.11.1.

5.11.2.

5.11.3.

Health and wellbeing are influenced by many factors, including:

« housing quality

« employment

« environmental conditions

« access to nature

« access to services

» opportunities for physical activity, social interaction, leisure and healthy
food choices

« access to cultural and learning opportunities

While land use planning cannot directly treat poor health or change personal
behaviour, it can help shape many of the wider determinants of health through
the location, design and infrastructure associated with new development.

Community facilities and infrastructure linked to Dorset's culture, such as its
museums, theatres, art galleries, and access to the natural environment are
also important to the health and wellbeing of its residents, providing
opportunities for leisure, learning, and promoting community pride.

Health in Dorset

5.11.4.

Dorset's population is, on average, typically healthier and longer lived than
England as a whole, but healthy life expectancy varies across the area. Key
challenges include an ageing population, rural isolation, poor access to
services, housing affordability, long-term iliness, poor mental health and
physical inactivity. Some areas experience notable health deprivation, and the
gap between life expectancy and healthy life expectancy remains significant.

Benefits of new development

5.11.5.

New development can help meet the health and wellbeing needs of future
residents by providing or contributing towards facilities and amenities such as
open spaces, GP surgeries, schools, community halls, local shops and
recreation (including play and sport opportunities). In some cases, additional
residents can also help support the viability of existing facilities that may
otherwise be at risk.
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National planning policy

5.11.6. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

needs for improvements to community facilities and public service
infrastructure

providing new and improved facilities

standards and best practice for quality and amount of recreational land and
facilities

timely delivery of community infrastructure

considering health benefits

location of hot food takeaways

retaining key community facilities and recreational land

Local Green Spaces, these being green spaces of particular value to local
communities

5.11.7. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.11.8. However, national policy expects local plans to promote healthy and inclusive
places. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

be based on an understanding of any existing deficit of facilities and
services and future requirements

use the spatial strategy and development sites to promote good health,
prevent ill-health, reduce health inequalities and support social interaction
set out expected facilities and contributions from development

identify land for community facilities and public service infrastructure where
needed

set local outdoor recreation standards and protect important green spaces
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I New local plan

5.11.9. The local plan will need to support new homes, jobs and services while also
helping to create healthy and inclusive communities and reduce inequalities. It
will need to consider where community and cultural facilities, public service
infrastructure, open spaces and recreation (including play and sport)
opportunities are already available, where there are existing deficits, and
where new development should provide or contribute towards new or
improved provision.

5.11.10. This will be particularly important in rural areas, where some settlements have
limited access to facilities and services, and growth could help support the
long-term viability of existing provision.

Question 17: Are there locally specific health and wellbeing issues that are not
addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer — There is local concern about the accessibility to health
provision particularly with the reality of an increasing aged population. There are also
concerns about the retention of appropriate facilities and connectivity improvements as
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set out in the response to the Right of Ways Improvement Plan consultation
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protection and security|

I Local context

Pollution

5.12.1.

Pollution can affect health, living conditions, biodiversity and the wider
environment. Most of the Dorset area benefits from generally good air quality.
However, there are localised issues, including an Air Quality Management Area
(AQMA) at Chideock along the A35 due to nitrogen dioxide. Other forms of
pollution include noise and light pollution, and water and ground
contamination. Some of Dorset's natural habitats, including Poole Harbour and
Chesil and The Fleet, suffer from nutrient pollution arising from agricultural
run-off and treated wastewater discharges.

Crime and safety

5.12.2.

With regards to crime and fear of crime, the latest Dorset Community Safety
Partnership plan states that crime in Dorset has tended to decrease annually
since 2018, although crime levels vary by location and follow a seasonal
pattern.

I National planning policy

5.12.3.

5.12.4.

National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

« ground conditions, land instability and contamination, and remediation

- healthy living conditions, including regarding pollution levels and daylight
and sunlight

. the relationship between new development and existing activities

« public safety, security and major hazards, including where particular groups
may be vulnerable to crime, or to the fear of crime - such as women and
girls

. land and operations required for defence and public protection

This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.
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5.12.5. However, national policy expects local plans to:

identify development sites on land where environmental conditions can be
improved, including through remediation

ensure development sites in the plan do not cause unacceptable pollution,
put future occupiers at risk, or result in unreasonable restrictions on
existing businesses, facilities and services

consider wider opportunities to reduce pollution

identify whether restrictions may be needed in some areas near hazardous
sites

assess whether development for public safety and security is needed

I New local plan

5.12.6. The local plan will need to make sure that development is suitable for its
location and does not create unacceptable risks to health, living conditions,
the environment, public safety or security. As part of this it will be necessary to
take account of and avoid the risks associated with difference sources of
pollution.

Question 18: Are there locally specific pollution, public protection and security issues
that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes
b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer- Group Response ?
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Managing flood risk and coastal change

| Local context

Flood risk

5.13.1. Flood risk affects large parts of Dorset. Flood risk may arise from different
sources, including rivers, the sea, groundwater and surface water. Many of
Dorset's towns and villages are susceptible to the flood risks connected with
rivers and surface water flooding. Coastal towns and communities are also
vulnerable to the flood risks associated with the sea, including tidal flood risk
and wave overtopping.

Flood risk and climate change
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Figure 4: Areas at risk of flooding in Dorset
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5.13.2.

Climate change will likely increase flood risk over time, with flooding likely to
become more frequent and, in some places, deeper, faster or more hazardous.
Development should be guided away from areas at risk of flooding. However,
in some cases development can help secure flood defences which benefit
both new and existing communities. A study of the risk of flooding in
Weymouth town centre has been prepared to better understand its
vulnerability to flooding and to support its regeneration. A flood and coastal
risk management scheme is being prepared which, if approved, will provide
greater protection to over 1,000 properties and support regeneration of the
town centre.

Coastal change

5.13.3.

Coastal change is a complex issue for Dorset's coastline. Policies for the
coastlines short, medium and long term management are set out in Dorset's
two Shoreline Management Plans. Some areas will be defended, particularly
settlements, while other areas will either have managed adaption over time or
be allowed to change naturally. Shoreline Management Plan policy and
National Coastal Erosion Risk Mapping are used to define Coastal Change
Management Areas (i.e. those areas subject to coastal change) in local plans.
The Purbeck Local Plan already defines these areas for part of Dorset's
coastline.

National planning policy

5.13.4.

5.13.5.

National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

« Wwhen assessments of flood risk are required

. steering development towards areas that have the lowest risk of flooding
« ensuring development is safe from flooding

« ensuring development does not increase risk of flooding elsewhere

« provision of sustainable drainage systems

. development in Coastal Change Management Areas

This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.
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5.13.6. However, national policy expects local plans to:

. take arisk-based approach when identifying locations for development,
steering development towards the areas at lowest risk

. safeguard land that is, or is likely to be, required for flood management

« use green and other infrastructure to reduce causes and impacts of
flooding

« relocate development that is expected to become unsustainable due to
climate change

« ensure effective alignment of land and marine planning to identify
approaches to address long term coastal change and adaptation

« define and set out policies to avoid inappropriate development in Coastal
Change Management Areas

I New local plan

5.13.7. The local plan will need to take a proactive approach to climate change,
including long-term flood risk and coastal change, and will need to support
measures such as space for protection or possible relocation of vulnerable
development and infrastructure. It will inform the location, scale and design of
growth, identifying where development can be accommodated safely and
where flood risk and coastal change constraints, adaptation needs or
relocation pressures require a more specific response.

Question 19: Are there locally specific flood risk and coastal issues that are not
addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer- Our Neighbourhood Plan sets out particular issues for our
area which underpins a further rationale around attracting investment opportunities which
would then provide a wider benefit. We need to encourage a public/private approach which
is understood to be mutually beneficial
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and enhancing the natural environment

I Local context

Dorset's habitats

5.14.1.

Dorset's natural environment is one of the area's greatest assets. Its coast,
heathlands, chalk streams, rivers, wetlands, grasslands, woodlands,
hedgerows and urban green spaces support a wide range of habitats and
species, some of which are nationally or internationally important. These
assets are important in their own right, but also support wider social,
economic and environmental benefits, including access to nature, flood
management, climate resilience, and landscape character.

Impacts of development on habitats and species

5.14.2.

Development can affect habitats and species directly, for example through
land take or disturbance, and indirectly, for example through recreation
pressure, drainage changes, lighting, pollution or fragmentation of wildlife
corridors. It can also bring benefits by enhancing habitats, improving
ecological connectivity and supporting rewilding efforts in areas where wildlife
has been depleted. The Dorset Local Nature Recovery Strategy, a 10-year
roadmap designed to reverse biodiversity decline and restore the natural
environment, will form part of the local plan's evidence base.

Habitat sites

5.14.3.

Dorset contains 'habitat sites' that are of international importance, including
the Dorset Heathlands and Poole Harbour. Some habitat sites are particularly
sensitive to recreational pressure from new development, including dog
walking and other informal recreation. This means that new development in
affected areas often needs to avoid harm or provide mitigation such as
suitable alternative natural greenspace (SANG). Other marine habitat sites
may be affected by nutrient pollution in wastewater discharges, which may
require different types of mitigation measure.
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D Dorset Council boundary

Habitats sites (Ramsar, Special Areas of Conservation. ‘ \
Special Protection Areas)

Figure 5: Dorset's habitat sites

Landscape

5.14.4.

5.14.5.

Dorset has a rich and varied landscape. It includes dramatic coastlines, rolling
chalk downs, river valleys, heathlands, woodlands and historic landscapes.
These help create Dorset's distinctive sense of place and support biodiversity,
tourism, and recreation.

A large part of Dorset is nationally recognised for its landscape quality,
including the Dorset and Cranborne Chase National Landscapes. Dorset
Council have a statutory duty to further the purposes of these designations
when it makes decisions. The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, Purbeck
Heritage Coast, West Dorset Heritage Coast and Dorset's undeveloped coast
also form an important part of the county's identity. Careful consideration is
required when determining how and to what degree new development,
infrastructure, nature recovery needs and the transition to renewable energy
should be accommodated in these areas.
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National planning policy

5.14.6. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

« conserving and enhancing natural features of visual, historic or biodiversity
value

« agricultural land

« connecting and strengthening ecological networks

« green infrastructure, including securing multiple benefits

« minimising negative impacts on biodiversity and support priority or
threatened species

« biodiversity net gain

. trees, including tree-lined streets and practical considerations

« protected landscapes, including location, scale and design of development

- maintaining the character of undeveloped areas of coast

« suitability of development in areas of particular importance for biodiversity
and geodiversity

5.14.7. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.14.8. However, national policy expects local plans to safeguard and enhance the
natural environment. For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to use
available evidence to:

. setout a hierarchy of sites and areas that are important due to their
landscape, geodiversity or biodiversity value

« identify opportunities for the conservation, enhancement and recovery of
landscapes, sensitive waterbodies, habitats and priority or threatened
species

« guide development towards less environmentally sensitive locations

« set local green infrastructure standards

« consider whether specific development sites should make additional
biodiversity provision
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I New local plan

5.14.9.

The local plan will need to support new homes, jobs and services while also
protecting and improving Dorset's natural environment. This will mean guiding
development away from the most sensitive locations, identifying opportunities
for nature recovery, and making sure that site allocations can address any
biodiversity issues, particularly mitigation measures for habitat sites.

5.14.10. The local plan will also need to protect and enhance Dorset's distinctive

landscapes. This will be particularly challenging in and around National
Landscapes, along the coast, and on sensitive settlement edges where careful
consideration will need to be given to how development could affect local
character, views, tranquillity, dark skies or the setting of designated
landscapes.

Question 20: Are there locally specific natural environment issues that are not
addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?

a.Yes
b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer —

and enhancing the historic environment

I Local context

5.15.1.

5.15.2.

Dorset has a rich and varied historic environment, reflecting thousands of
years of human activity. This historic environment plays an important role in
the distinctive character and identity of Dorset's towns, villages, countryside
and coast.

Many of Dorset's heritage assets are designated in recognition of their
significance. These assets include over 9,000 listed buildings, nearly 1,000
scheduled monuments, 36 registered parks and gardens, 179 conservation
areas, 6 protected wreck sites off the Dorset coast and a world heritage site.
Other heritage assets are not designated but are still important locally,
including non-designated buildings, structures, places, spaces and
archaeological remains.
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National planning policy

5.15.3. National policy covers several matters relevant to planning application
proposals around the following issues:

. how proposals affecting different types of heritage assets should be
considered, including where they would result in harm to an asset

. Wwhat heritage information applicants need to provide

« how proposals that would result in the loss of a heritage asset should be
considered

5.15.4. This means the local plan does not need to repeat detailed policy on these
matters.

5.15.5. However, national policy expects local plans to deliver a positive strategy for
the conservation, enhancement and enjoyment of the historic environment.
For Dorset, this means the local plan will need to:

. identify the area's main heritage assets, including those that are most at
threat

. consider the wider benefits conservation of the historic environment can
bring
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. promote development that draws on the contribution of the historic
environment

. identify non-designated heritage assets of importance to the local
community

« identify opportunities for development to enhance or better reveal
significance of conservation areas and the Jurassic Coast World Heritage
Site

I New local plan

5.15.6. The local plan will need to support growth while conserving and, where
appropriate, enhancing the historic environment. This will involve
understanding where heritage assets and their settings could be affected by
growth, but also where development could help secure benefits, such as the
repair, reuse or better appreciation of historic buildings, places and
landscapes.

Question 21: Are there locally specific historic environment issues that are not
addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer
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Local waste facilities

I Local context

5.16.1.

Local waste facilities such as household recycling centres (HRCs) are needed
to enable recycling of household waste. HRCs are important facilities that
enable the council to manage bulky items, electricals and other material which
cannot be disposed of in kerbside bins. They support Dorset in achieving
recycling rates that are close to 60% through sorting and diversion from
landfills. The council also has a network of waste depots which are essential
to enable kerbside bins to be collected from homes. In some locations,
existing HRCs need to be replaced as they are no longer fit for purpose.
Elsewhere, there is a need for additional facilities. The network of waste
depots also needs to be reviewed to enable an efficient and cost-effective
approach to waste collection.

I National planning policy

5.16.2.

The NPPF states spatial development strategies should provide a positive
vision for growth and change, whilst giving a clear spatial framework for
investment and growth. This includes setting out requirements for strategic
infrastructure needed to enable development, including strategic waste
infrastructure. At the local level, specific sites will need to be identified to meet
the need. The National Planning Policy for Waste (2014) guides the provision
of waste management infrastructure to support the waste hierarchy - where
waste is reused, recycled, recovered and disposed of as a last resort.

I New local plan

5.16.3.

5.16.4.

The Waste Local Plan (2019), alongside the Minerals Site Plan (2019) and
Minerals Strategy (2014), need to be reviewed. Growth delivered as part of the
emerging local plan will require supporting infrastructure, which if not provided
could worsen some of the local issues relating to the coverage of HRCs,
depots and their capacity. The local plan is an opportunity to address some of
these community-based waste infrastructure requirements.

Larger waste infrastructure serves a much wider area than local waste
facilities and would therefore need to be planned more strategically across the
area they serve. Minerals issues are again strategic in nature and better
addressed at a wider level.
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Question 22: Should the local plan identify land for local waste facilities, including
household recycling centres and depots?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer

Other topics for the local plan to cove

Question 23: Are there any other topic areas that the Dorset Council Local Plan should
cover?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer
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6. Evidence base for the plan

6.1. Context

6.1.1. Evidence has been gathered to support the preparation of the Dorset Council
Local Plan since April 2019.

6.1.2. Much of the evidence which has already been gathered or is being reviewed
will remain relevant to the preparation of the local plan. Evidence to support
the preparation of the local plan should:

. be proportionate and relevant - this means ensuring that it is focused on
local circumstances without being overly long or complex

« avoid unnecessary duplication - should not recommission new evidence
when existing evidence suffices

6.2. Evidence that remains valid

6.2.1. These evidence studies are recent, remain broadly robust and can continue to
guide the preparation of the local plan:

« Grid Capacity Assessment - Constraint Analysis (2023)

« Dorset Retail, Leisure and Town Centres Study Update (2026)
« Dorset Council Town Centre Health Check 2023/24 (2025)

« North Dorchester Heritage Impact Assessment (2021)

« Dorchester Employment Strategy (2025)

« Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Weymouth (2023)
« Resource Assessment for Renewable Energy (2025)

6.2.2. This evidence provides up-to-date information on retail, town centres,
employment provision, flood risk in Weymouth and renewable energy
opportunities. They are considered sufficiently up to date to support plan
preparation.

6.2.3. Evidence will be periodically reviewed to ensure that it remains relevant and to
ascertain the need for updates through the plan making process and any
subsequent reviews.

6.3.1. These evidence studies remain relevant but require updating to reflect
changes in national policy and other changes:

63 | Dorset Council Local Plan scoping consultation document




1 Legal and environmental assessments

« Strategic Environmental Assessment

. Habitats Regulations Assessment

. Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment - the scope of the update is still
under review in consultation with the Environment Agency

. Landscape and Heritage Sensitivity Assessments - the council is satisfied
that existing assessments remain robust but consider that further
settlement-based assessment is required to ensure that the preparation of
the local plan is guided by a comprehensive evidence base

. Extended Phase 1 Ecological Surveys - the council expects developers and
landowners to complete appropriate ecological surveys to inform the plan
making process

1 Development strateqy

. Strategic Green Belt Assessment - with Bournemouth Christchurch and
Poole (BCP) Council the council is preparing an updated assessment which
takes account of the changes to national planning policy and guidance
including a requirement to define grey belt

1 Housing and land supply

« Five-Year Housing Land Supply Position Statement - updated annually

« Dorset and BCP Local Housing Needs Assessment - the council is working
on an assessment with BCP Council which will be published as soon as it is
complete

« Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment - the council recently
published a new accommodation assessment in April 2026

. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)

« Traveller Land Availability Assessment

. Settlement Hierarchy Background Paper
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1 Employment

. Employment Land Study - the council is working on an assessment with
BCP Council which will be published as soon as it is complete
« Employment Land Availability Assessment

| Infrastructure and viability

« Dorset Council Local Plan Viability Assessment
« Alderholt Traffic Modelling Report (2021) - this remains relevant but will
need to be updated to take into account baseline assumptions

6.3.2. These evidence papers remain relevant but need to be updated to align with:

« revised national policy and guidance (particularly Green Belt and housing
requirements)

. latest population, housing and employment forecasts

« updated site availability information

« current environmental and ecological conditions

« new infrastructure and viability requirements

6.4. Superseded evidence

6.4.1.  These evidence papers are no longer relevant due to their age, changed
assumptions, superseding evidence, or significant changes in policy and
circumstances:

« Active Dorset Playing Pitch Strategy Assessment Report (2019) - the
council is working on updated replacement evidence which will be
published as soon as it is complete

« Active Dorset Draft Strategy and Action Plan (2019) - the council is working
on updated replacement evidence which will be published as soon as it is
complete

. Strategic Identification of Wind Farm Sites (2020) - the published Dorset
Renewable Energy Assessment (September 2025) supersedes this
evidence paper

6.5. Additional evidence

6.5.1.  As part of this review of evidence the council has also considered whether
there are any potential gaps in the evidence which it is gathering to support
the preparation of the local plan.
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Question 24: Do you think any additional evidence should be gathered to inform the
preparation of the local plan?

a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer

Question 25: Is there any existing evidence that you think should be updated?
a.Yes

b.No

c. Not sure

Please explain your answer
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7. Proposed engagement approach

Engagement stratec

711, Engagement with a range of stakeholders is fundamental to the plan-making
process. It helps to ensure the local plan reflects local needs and priorities
whilst working to meet the growth needs of Dorset.

7.1.2.  The council has prepared a draft engagement strategy which sets out the
approach for involvement in preparation of the local plan, which can be found
our website. The draft strategy sets out:

« key community engagement principles

. the stages of consultation that will be undertaken

« how information will be made available

. how and when stakeholders and communities will be consulted
. the methods that may be used

. how responses will be considered at each stage

7.1.3.  The questions set out below relate to this engagement strategy.

Question 26: How would you prefer to receive information about the local plan? (Rank
in order of preference)

1. Social media

Written updates/newsletters

Dorset Council magazine

Information displayed in public libraries

Dorset Council website

Through Town and Parish Councils

Through community groups/ organisations

Other methods: please specify

© NGO AN
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http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-proposed-local-plan-engagement-strategy
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-consultation

Question 27: How would you prefer to take part in the local plan process? (Rank in
order of preference)

a. Online consultations

b. Interactive online maps

c. Public events

d. Written submissions

e. Other methods: please specify

Question 28: How could the council best engage with under-represented groups in the
local plan process? For example, people with different protected characteristics such
as age, disability, race, religion or belief, sex, or gender reassignment. (Select all that
apply)

a. Through networks and organisations representing those groups

b. Ensuring accessibility of written materials

c. Providing in person events

d. Providing digital opportunities to get involved

e. Other: please specify

Question 29: Is there anything else the council should consider when developing its
approach to engagement for the new Local Plan?

671 Dorset Council Local Plan scoping consultation document



	Agenda
	3. Declarations of interest
	To declare any interests relating to the business of the meeting and receive any dispensation requests from the Clerk (Localism Act 2011 s29-34)
	5. Democratic Public Half Hour Open Forum
	6. Presentation by the Drop In, Lisa Osborne
	To receive an update from the Drop In and to take Councillor questions.
	7. Chair’s update
	To receive a verbal update from the Chair of the Council.
	11. Dorset Councillors Reports
	To receive a written or verbal update from Dorset Councillors.
	a) Dates of next meetings of Committees
	Recommendation:
	To note the information items.
	CLERK’S REPORT
	1. Vandalism and Antisocial Behaviour
	Purpose of Report
	Background
	Community Nature Recovery Fund
	Examples of Potential Projects
	Funding
	Legislative Considerations
	Working Group
	Recommendations
	Notice of Motion
	Council
	1.1. Overview
	1.2. Previous consultations
	1.2.2. This scoping consultation follows earlier work on the local plan. All the responses and accompanying evidence which has been received to date will be taken into account, so they don't need to be resubmitted. There will be more opportunities to ...

	1.3. The new local plan system
	I Spatial Development Strategies

	1.4. This scoping consultation
	1.4.4. Please note, this consultation is not seeking views on possible sites for development, any specific policies, or presenting any information on possible sites for development at this stage. There will be further opportunities to submit sites for...

	1.5. How to comment
	1.6. Data protection
	1.7. Next steps
	2.1. Introduction
	2.2. What the local plan must do
	Question 1: What period do you think the plan should cover?
	a. 10 years
	b. 15 years
	c. Longer than 15 years
	d. Other
	e. Not sure – See below
	Please explain your answer – The period needs to be sufficient to attract investment and enable stability

	3.1. Introduction
	3.2. Priorities for the vision
	Question 2: Are there any other priorities that should be considered when developing the vision? If so, please specify.
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – It is felt that the SWOT analysis is accurate to base further decisions around
	Question 3: Which of the key priorities do you think should be a focus for the local plan? (select as many as you wish).
	a. Housing
	b. Economy
	c. Environment
	d. Movement
	e. Health & Wellbeing
	f. Design & Character
	g. Tourism
	Please explain your answer, including any specific issues within the priorities you think are particularly important – Supporting Economic Investment will underpin the revenue requirements to support the other priorities

	3.3. A vision for the local plan
	Vision
	Question 4: Do you think it the draft vision reflects what Dorset should be like at the end of the local plan period?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	If no, please explain what you think Dorset should be like – The vision should refer to Central Economic Area and not just Weymouth and Dorchester as indicated in the Energising Dorset Economic Prospectus. We need to be realistic about the long term n...


	3.4. Measurable outcomes
	Question 5: What measurable outcomes should the council use to assess how well the local plan is performing? – Metrics should also include improvements in Economic Activity

	4.1. Local context
	I Dorset's functional areas
	I Settlement types

	4.2. National planning policy
	I Requirements for spatial strategies
	I National Decision-Making Policies


	4.3. New local plan
	I New development near settlements and existing built-up areas
	I Development needs and sustainable development outcomes
	I Development in villages
	I Flexibility for smaller scales of development
	Question 6: What factors do you think should be considered when developing the settlement hierarchy for future development?
	Question 7: What links to services and facilities are most important when looking at the sustainability of potential future development locations? (select all that apply)
	a. Access to public transport
	b. Access to safe walking/cycle routes
	c. Distance from towns or places with facilities that serve a wider area
	d. Other
	Please explain your answer – Connectivity assessments need to factor in the benefit that low carbon transport and digital solutions will have in reducing impacts on the environment thereby improving the flexibility of approaches taken

	5.1. Introduction
	5.2. Meeting the challenge of climate change
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 8: Are there any locally specific climate change issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – For our area our own Neighbourhood Plan has taken account of the these aspects through draft design guidance and spatial assessments

	5.3. Delivering a sufficient supply of homes
	I Local context
	Overall housing need and supply
	Specific housing needs
	Second homes

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 9: Are there locally specific housing issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – This is a particular issue of concern for our area and our Neighbourhood Plan review process has tried to introduce a policy framework which sets out a managed approach



	5.4. Building a strong, effective economy
	I Local context
	Dorset's Economic Growth Strategy 2025 to 2040
	Employment land
	Tourism


	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 1O: Are there locally specific economic issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – The Local Plan recognizes our area as one where investment opportunities are of particular significance. We have included land allocations and a flexible policy structure to facilitate sustainable use and growth in our own...


	5.5. Ensuring the vitality of town centres
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 11: Are there locally specific town centre issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer



	5.6. Securing clean energy and water
	I Local context
	Clean energy
	Water

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 12: Are there locally specific water and energy issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer- The vulnerability that Portland has to utility infrastructure via the Portland Beach Rd should encourage local solutions to resilience in these areas



	5.7. Making effective use of land
	I Local context
	Development densities
	Brownfield sites

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 13: Are there locally specific issues to do with making effective use of land that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No-
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer- We have tried to stimulate a focus on brownfield sites in our own planning but the combination of various constraints and an ageing built profile impacts on investment decisions by developers. We have tried to encourage a m...



	5.8. Protecting Green Belt land
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 14: Are there locally specific Green Belt issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – Decisions around sites in the green belt area should not be at the detriment of providing solutions for the wider Dorset area which would support sustainable growth.

	5.9. Achieving well-designed places
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 15: Are there locally specific design issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – Our area has particular issues around our built environment and related matters which is why we commissioned our own design guidance.



	5.10. Promoting sustainable transport
	I Local context
	Sustainable location and design
	Transport strategies

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 16: Are there locally specific transport issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – Effective and modern connectivity improvements are an important factor in Dorset’s growth ability. The opportunity to attract appropriate investment which would service future needs should be an important consideration and...



	5.11. Promoting healthy communities
	I Local context
	Health in Dorset
	Benefits of new development

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 17: Are there locally specific health and wellbeing issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer – There is local concern about the accessibility to health provision particularly with the reality of an increasing aged population. There are also concerns about the retention of  appropriate facilities and connectivity imp...





	5.12. Pollution, public protection and security
	I Local context  Pollution
	Crime and safety

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 18: Are there locally specific pollution, public protection and security issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer- Group Response ?


	5.13. Managing flood risk and coastal change
	I Local context
	Flood risk
	Coastal change

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 19: Are there locally specific flood risk and coastal issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer- Our Neighbourhood Plan sets out particular issues for our area which underpins a  further rationale around attracting investment opportunities which would then provide a wider benefit. We need to encourage a public/private ...




	5.14. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment
	I Local context
	Dorset's habitats
	Impacts of development on habitats and species
	Habitat sites

	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 20: Are there locally specific natural environment issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer –


	5.15. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan
	Question 21: Are there locally specific historic environment issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
	a. Yes b.No
	c. Not sure
	Please explain your answer


	5.16. Local waste facilities
	I Local context
	I National planning policy
	I New local plan

	5.17. Other topics for the local plan to cover
	6.1. Context
	6.2. Evidence that remains valid
	6.3. Evidence requiring an update
	I Legal and environmental assessments
	I Development strategy
	I Housing and land supply
	I Employment
	I Infrastructure and viability


	6.4. Superseded evidence
	6.5. Additional evidence
	7.1. Engagement strategy



