PORTLAND TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING & HIGHWAYS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HELD IN THE PORTLAND COMMUNITY VENUE
ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH 2019 AT 7.00 PM

PRESENT: Councillors Charlie Flack (Chairman), Jo Atwell, Ray Nowak, Sue Cocking,
Dave Thurston, Rod Wild.
IN ATTENDANCE: Andy Matthews (Neighbourhood Plan Working Group) and two
members of the public.
2826 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2827 – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) Cllr. Atwell declared a non-pecuniary interest in HM Young Offenders Institute in
relation to planning application WP/19/00140/FUL.
b) Cllr. Wild declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9 – removal of double yellow lines
outside of Ivybrook House at the Grove as he lives in that area.
.
2828 – MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th FEBRUARY 2019
The minutes were formally agreed and signed as a correct record.
2829 – CHAIRMAN’S REPORT, MINUTE UPDATE AND OTHER MATTERS ARISING
Item 2822 (i) – 35 Easton Square - The Chairman informed the meeting that he
would be speaking about this issue later in the meeting and would
therefore leave any comment until that time.
Item 2822 (ii) - Temporary buildings along Portland Bill Road – The Chairman again
informed the meeting that he would be speaking about this issue
later in the meeting and would leave any comment until that time.
Item 2822 (iii) - Location of two shipping containers near the Windmills. Cllr. Atwell
asked whether anybody had seen the shipping containers that were
rumoured to have been located there. Several Cllrs. stated that
they had been in that area and there had been no sign of the
shipping containers. Cllr. Atwell thanked those present for taking
the time to investigate.
Item 2824 (i)

Patching up of the road along Weston Street. The Chairman
advised the meeting that he had contacted the Community
Highway’s Officer with regard to unsatisfactory patching up of the
highway and the fact that the patch was already starting to break
up. The Community Highway’s Officer is to re-visit the area.

Item 2824 (ii)

Lights in the Hambro Road Car Park. The Chairman advised the
meeting that an assessment of the lights in all of the car parks
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across Weymouth and Portland was being conducted which would
hopefully rectify the situation.
Councillor Cocking asked about the issue with the lights being left on in the
Yeates Road toilets. The Chairman informed the meeting that he had contacted
the Dorset County Partnership who had informed him that the lights were on as
they were connected to the disabled toilets. The was a surprise to the Chairman
as the toilets on Yeates Road does not have a disabled toilet. It then became
apparent that the DCP representative had visited the wrong toilets. He is to make
a further visit.
Agenda Item 4a - Update on the Minerals Liaison Meetings – a report from Cllr.
Wild on the Minerals Liaison Meeting is held at Annex A.
2830 – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no comments from the public. Mr Matthews will report later in the meeting
regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.
2831 – UPDATE ON CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Chairman provided an update on the current planning applications.
For further information please see Dorset For You / Planning / Portland.
2832 - PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BY WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND
BOROUGH COUNCIL
The advisory committee discussed 7 new planning applications with a detailed list, including
decisions made at this meeting, being held at Annex B to these minutes.
For further information please see Dorset For You / Planning / Portland.
2833 – PLANNING CONTRAVENTION ISSUES
The Chairman advised that he had been informed that a dormer window was being
constructed to the rear of 57 Rip Croft. Having interrogated the planning portal he was
unable to find any evidence that planning permission had been submitted.
Action – Chairman to write to the Planning Contravention Officer and ask that he
undertake an investigation.
Mr Vincent sought clarification on what was to happen to all of the old Planning Applications
and those in the system come 1 April 2019. The Chairman advised that under the new
system it was not possible to refer back to any comments made on historic applications.
Cllr. Nowak explained that come 1st April 2019 Dorset Council would take over
consideration of all of the Planning Applications and that this was likely to impact the time
taken to provide a response.
2834 – NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP)
Mr Matthews updated the committee stating that he had now been advised by AECom that
the draft Habitats Regulation Assessment should now be available by the end of the month.
He added that the draft was required to be reviewed by Natural England and that as he had
had difficulty contacting them locally, he had advised the Local Planning Authority whom he
felt would be able to assist.
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He further advised the Committee that he had recently become aware that the Local
Planning Authority had commissioned a further analysis of developable land options on
Portland, which looked at Heritage and Landscape issues in more detail. The analysis had
produced details of additional sites on Portland, which could potentially be progressed if
they met the guidance requirements for sustainable development. His concern was that
this could change the baseline upon which the Portland Neighbourhood Plan had been
taken forward. He felt that this recent work could be used in the production of the wider
Local Plan which would cover the new Unitary area, and which was due to be finalised by
2023. The additional work can be viewed via this link and, although in the public domain,
may be considered sensitive at this particular time.
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/west-dorset-andweymouth-portland/local-plan-review/evidence/landscape-and-heritagestudy.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1M0F91nIRsiHzLis66l8jqlqzCc8RyWNxYyPWdtlUNtBsAU1q1PpWoy-8
He then requested that the Committee approve a letter of clarification, to be sent to the
Local Planning Authority reading out the proposed content of this. Mr Matthews would send
an electronic copy of the draft to the Clerk.
The request to send a letter to the Local Planning Authority was approved of which
the Town Clerk is to action and in addition circulate to all Councillors.
2835 – HIGHWAY ISSUES
i.

Removal of double yellow lines from outside of Ivybank House at the Grove. Cllr.
Wild explained that Ivybank House had previously been the residence of the Queens
Harbourmaster and as such the double yellow lines had been included to mitigate
any attack from the IRA. As the Harbourmaster was no longer in residence at
Ivybank House there was now no risk from the IRA and as such he wished the
meeting to consider the removal of the double yellow lines to alleviate the parking
problems that were being felt at the Grove.

ii.

In addition, the Chairman reminded the meeting that they had previously discussed
the removal of redundant bus stop markings, noting that there were now several on
the island that were no longer in use, and if they were able to be removed would aid
the parking situation.

iii.

Cllr. Cocking also brought up the issue of the re-instatement of the zig zag lines
outside of the Portland Community Venue. The Full Council Meeting held on 13th
February 2019 had voted unanimously to have them re-instated and action was now
required to progress the issue.

The Town Clerk is to write to Highways and ask that double yellow lines be removed
from outside of Ivybank House, to seek a review of the redundant bus stops with a
view to their removal and requesting that the zig zag line outside of the PCV be reinstated.
iv.

The Chairman provided an update on the issue previously raised by Cllr. Thurston on
the state of the footpath at Barley Crates (item 2822 ii), and the damage being done
by a 4 x 4 vehicle. He explained that he had contacted the Rights of Way Officer and
received an enquiry number but had not yet received anything further.
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v.

Related to the same area, the Chairman explained that he had written to the
Enforcements Officer in relation to the number of temporary buildings that were being
used as stables etc. The Chairman read out a letter that he had received a letter from
the Enforcements Officer that stated that he had been made aware of the situation
from a number of people, had met with the owner and was currently taking
comments from a number of interested parties. The letter went on to explain that until
such time that comments had been received from all interested parties, there would
be no further action but that he would provide an update when he had further
information.

vi.

The Chairman provided an update on an issue that he had raised regarding the
rubbish left following the construction of the New Houses on Avalanche Road at the
junction of Reap Lane. He informed the meeting that the builders had cleared up the
rubbish as they were having an open day and that they had now replaced the sign
that had been lost. Whilst the builder was there replacing the sign the Chairman had
taken the opportunity to remind him that a sign for the Historic Church at the Heights
had been damaged, losing a bracket and was please to say that it had also been
repaired.

vii.

The Chairman advised that he had received a copy of letter sent from Mr Luckhurst
to Dorset Councils Partnership hastening a response to the letter that he had written
in January 2019 which sought action on two dilapidated properties in Castletown.

viii. Cllr. Atwell stated that she had received a phone call from a Portland resident
advising that there appeared to be an abandoned caravan in the car park behind the
Doctor’s Surgery and that it had been there for two weeks.
The Clerk is to phone parking services to inform them of the situation.
ix.

The Chairman advised that he had received an email from a Mr Tony Porter who was
seeking a dropped kerb and double yellow lines at the top of Reforne as an
ambulance had recently been unable to attend a property due to inconsiderate
parking. He had been informed that a Traffic Regulation Order was required and that
he should seek the support of PTC to progress. The meeting was of the general
opinion that Mr Porter had a genuine request and wished it to be minuted that they
were happy to support this application.
The Clerk to write to Highways advising them of PTC’s support of Mr Porter’s
request.

2836 – DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Committee’s next meeting is to be held on Wednesday, 24th April 2019 in Portland
Community Venue, Three Yards Close starting at 7.00 pm.

The meeting ended at 8.30 pm

Signed…………………………………………… (Chairman)
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